Bankers mail services since the 18th century
(Money Letters, Registered, Express Delivery,
High Value Parcels & Bankers Special
Packets) — the Post Office ‘secret’ services.

Banks have always needed high security methods for the transfer of
banknotes, bullion and coin between their various offices, both
nationally and internationally.

This presentation deals with aspects of those services provided
within Britain by the Royal Mail in the late 18th to late 20th centuries.

Naturally this has attracted the attention of criminals (think Great Train Robbery), hence the
arrangements have always been enveloped in as much security as possible and there is

the minimum of public knowledge about the services — although this lack of public
knowledge never seemed to hinder those who robbed post office vans carrying registered
mail which just happened to contain hundreds of thousands of pounds in used banknotes!



Transfers have used private courier, security firms, and a variety of postal services.

Within the UK these postal services met the need to
transfer new banknotes from head office out to branches,
and ‘retired’ used notes back to head office for destruction.

In addition, a number of national banks had the right to issue
their own notes in Scotland, Ireland and elsewhere. Because
these banknotes were accepted tender throughout the UK,
there was a need for ‘repatriation’ of used banknotes between

receiving and issuing banks.




The HVP and BSP services were not available for random
mailings. Packages could be sent between branch banks and
head offices and vice versa, but the service may not have been
available for direct transmissions between branch banks.

This presentation addresses aspects of this system
within the UK, but it is obvious that many other countries
must have had to satisfy the same requirements.

It is also obvious that with the increase in foreign travel there has
been an increasing need for similar international services.




The High Value Packet (HVP) service started in most of Great Britain on June 16, 1930.
The service was only extended to major Scottish cities late in 1960 and to the whole of
Scotland on March 1st 1961.

It was later replaced in Scotland by the Bankers’ Special Packet (BSP) service.
The HVP and BSP services offered security additional to that provided by Registered Post
(with or without the refinement of Express Delivery). The service was only available to

banks.

Packages could be sent between branch banks and head offices and vice versa, but the
service may not have been available for direct transmissions between branch banks.

There has been very little written about these services.

Further information may be found in

Mackay, J., 1982. Registered Mail of the British Isles, p.137-142; and in

O’Hara, M.J., 2006. UK Bankers’ Mail services in the 20th Century — High Value Packets
(HVP) and Bankers Special Packets (BSP) — the Post Office ‘Secret’ Services. GB
Journal 44 No 1, p.4-12.

Les Wilkinson at www.les-wilkinson.co.uk/article14.shtml
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Distributor Rev 1

Organisation of this presentation

Escalating postal charges and the classification
of the postal history into periods and intervals

The presentation opens with an
introduction and this panel [6] which

provides a summary of contents

The material available and
its possible abundance is
surveyed in panels [7]-[13]

Avalilability of the services by
date and region is
summarised in [14]-[15]

Transport and package handling
are covered in Transport &
Mailings [16]-[21], and size,

weight and frequency of mailings

in [22]-[24]

Enclosure and sealing are
considered in [25]-[38]

Marks and labels
indicative of the services
are described in [39]-[44]

and a supplement

An appendix contains some of the
documentation relevant to this
presentation [198[-[212[]. Also an
appendix on changes in PO
arrangements in Kyle and Ft
William., and on the fate of these
packets under the Scottish
Reqistration experiment 1972-
1980

are reviewed in [45]-[56]

Franking of the packets using
postage meters [57]-[61] or
adhesives [62]-[74] is reviewed,
with the handling of posted
unfranked dealt with in [75]-[76]]

A survey of cancellations and
postmarks [77]-[81] follows

The presentation closes with a gallery
displaying early sequential items [82-
107], pre-stamp [108]-[115]],
sequential history [116-101], franking
contrasts [102-104], persistent
franking errors [151]-[155], overseas
directed mail [160]-[176], English
mailings [177=179]] post 1973, and

punched Machins [179]-[180]
displaying items from different periods



These services were the principal postal source in the
UK of fine used higher face value definitives and of
commemorative stamps with circular cancellations.

Because the services were only available to
accredited representatives of banks, for transmission
of banknote parcels to other specified banks, there
has been no ‘creation’ of philatelic items.

The surviving postal history material is mostly in the form of
printed linen address tags, printed or hand-written card parcel labels
bearing addresses, registration marks and frankings.

These were cut or slashed with widely varying levels of care from
the parcels of banknotes.

There are scarcer parcel fronts or portions of ‘registered’
wrappers.
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RANK OF SCOTLAND

P.O. B(}x No. 5
EDINBURGH, 1

Economy label taped to front of 7 Ib
packet in 1970 and recovered intact.

Part of large strong wrapper preprinted with bank
information and blue cross, with bank code in red.



Cut fragments from the material indicating the use
of standard postal stationery, mainly to send small
packets from England to Edinburgh after the end of
HVP services in England and Scotland.



It is possible, given access to sufficient ‘complete’ material, to learn a great deal
about the pattern and size of mailings between particular offices and to identify
which parcels were likely to be the most ‘rewarding’.

The vast bulk of the tags from these packages were damaged anyway in
transit, but for security reasons most were further broken up by tearing into
fragments to separate the information on addresses, weights and dates.

The resulting melange was then mostly soaked to recover high value definitive
and commemorative stamps and sold for chatrity.

One might estimate that less than 10% of all the material created was of
collectable quality and of this 10% much less than 0.1% appears to have
survived as potential postal history

Survival of material has been a matter of chance. | have recovered complete HVP tags
from dealers in Edinburgh and Glasgow (possibly the result of some private enterprise by
bank employees), other material donated by parties who knew of my interest and who had
come across that material in collections or even in the attics of houses previously owned by

bank managers!

The bulk of material | have seen, however, came my way between 1969 and 1986
through a personal contact made in the Bank of Scotland, Edinburgh when | had need in
late 1969 for secure overnight lodging for some exceptionally valuable material (the first
lunar samples from the Apollo 11 mission).






Despite regular requests to the
contrary, helpful modifications to
otherwise fine items were often
encountered.

And the post office made sure of cancelling some of the stamps.
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Collectable Items from Banknote Malil Services

The essential features are:-

(a) a base of strong wrapping material, tie-on card or linen label.
The postal history interest of the first is one-sided; that of the latter is
necessarily two-sided, which poses some challenges for effective display of
the material.

(b) indications of registration, such as a registration label and/or a blue
Cross.

(c) a franking indicating a parcel of significant weight, and a postage
rate consistent with the service apparently used.

Depending upon the area, period and specific service of usage, there may
additionally be,

(d) labels, stamps or manuscript markings indicating Express Delivery,
HVP or BSP service.

(e) indications of the bank originating the mailing.

(f) address of the destination bank.

(9) of the originating bank.
(h) cancellations.




Collectables

Collectable Items from Banknote Malil Services

REGISTERED
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Bank Street,
EDINBURGH.

| Banre b-/;"m;fc;:nmv D
P.O. Box No. 5
EDINBURGH, 1

ELCIN B

Rix,

LSOd _ s¢

Printed linen tag, Bank of Scotland, Packet card label, Bank of
London to Edinburgh, 26/11/1963 Scotland, Elgin to Edinburgh late
1969




Bankers’ Mail Choices

Letter Post

[ 1st class

2nd class ]

Plain letter

(.
)

Recorded Delivery

J

Registered letter

Special Delivery

Express Delivery

Registered + Express High Value Packet 1931-75

\ Parcel Post
: Plain Parcel :
Registered Parcel 18?7?-1972
{ Courier

Bank Messenger

Security Firm




Extent of the HVP and BSP services by time and place |-

DECIMAL CURRENCY | PRE-DECIMAL (IMPERIAL) CURRENCY Currency
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These changes in type and geographic extent of service offered. are the basis of the 7 main periods
recognised. Further subdivision is by changes in letter rates, registration & HVP fees, changes in
currency and metrication of weights. Earlier periods are based on the 18-19t century Money Letter
system and a short period 1840-1841 when there was no special security for banknote parcels




Extent of the HVP and BSP services by time and place

Changes in monarch or issues of high denomination definitives
were numerous but are not used in the classification.

HVP service existed 1930-1973 in the Isle of
Man, Channel Islands (except during the
war), England & Wales and London-Belfast

After the HVP

ended, banks mostly HVP service was extended to Scotland

used security firms from 1960/61 and was maintained until
and road transport to 1975.

move banknotes.

BSP service existed, in Scotland
only, from 1975 until the end of
registration in 1998



Transportation

Bankers parcels have almost always been transported by the Post Office with the ordinary
mails, subject to extra security appropriate for these registered items.

Even in remote country towns and villages where crime is low, it is unreasonable to think
that a bank or post office employee walked down the street carrying a parcel containing
many thousands of pounds in negotiable currency under his arm. It is more likely that mail
vans were used between despatching bank and the post office, although in some cases
itlems)might have been taken directly to or from the long-distance transport (train, ship or
plane).

Special secure locations were provided within the railway travelling post offices (TPO’s —
see www.tpo.org.uk) and perhaps on some other mail carriages also.

Special dedicated carriages or sections of carriages may have been provided for the large
volume of traffic between London and other major cities. The Great Train Robbery of
August 8 1963 was directed at such a shipment of c. £2.3 million from Glasgow to London
on the night mail train which was entirely as travelling post office on which mail was sorted
in transit. The HVP items, in 120 bags containing about 2100 kgs of cash, mostly as used
£1 and £5 notes, were all located in the second carriage (see the British Transport Police
website www.btp.police.uk ), which may have been dedicated, but more probably the HVP
occupied part of a carriage dedicated to all registered items. This was an exceptional
shipment nearly 8 times larger than usual following the August Bank Holiday.

Mail vans were used to move the HVP mail from train directly to the banks in major cities.
These, too, were frequently attacked in London, individual vans turning out to have
contained as much as £800,000 in used banknotes.



http://www.tpo.org.uk/
http://www.btp.police.uk/

Package handling (1)

Given the high value and readily negotiable content of the parcels, especially
those returning used banknotes, it is probable that they were packed and sealed
in the manager’s office in small branches of the banks, or in the head cashier’'s
office in larger branches. Head offices probably had dedicated HVP mailrooms.

There is evidence that in many cases the parcels were made-up, sealed,
addressed, weighed, franked and registered in these offices at the despatching
bank. Head offices and larger branches held their own stocks of HVP labels,
registration labels and record forms, and of the necessary high value definitives.
In small towns where the bank might not have carried stocks of high value
definitives, franking and registering may have been deferred until the parcel
reached the post office itself. Payment was probably made at the time of
collection, however, in these cases.

The parcels were checked and collected from the bank by Post Office
employees, put into special green mail sacks (Mackay 1982) which were given
special post office labels (these were occasionally used to carry the address
and franking on the parcels themselves), and possibly further camouflaged in
ordinary grey mail sacks. Transport to post office, train, ship or plane was
probably by post office van, and it would have been sound security to minimise
the time between parcel collection and its commitment to transportation.

The rare appearance of post office ‘Found open and resealed’ tape suggests
that the green bags were on occasions opened and the parcels removed or
amalgamated with the contents of other green sacks during their transit.




Package handling (2)

On receipt at the bank, parcels were checked and unpacked in a secure area,
and at this stage the collectable material was separated, often very roughly, and
In most cases destroyed or broken up as indicated in the Introduction.

The organisation of the high level of security required and provided in the HVP
and BSP services would have been made easier if mailings and deliveries were
made only on specified days, ‘randomly’ selected and agreed at short notice
between banks and the post office — provided that villains could not get this
inside information!

It is likely that at all banks involved in the transmission of banknotes by mail
there was at least one designated HVP or BSP ‘officer’. This would have been
the manager or head cashier at smaller branches, but there may have been one
or more dedicated positions within the cashier’s department at head offices.

In major cities the Post Office may also have maintained one or more staff
members with dedicated duties towards HVP and BSP mailings, duties which
would have been performed by the postmaster at small post offices receiving
and delivering the mailings. There must also have been other staff charged with
special responsibility for these packages during their transit by road, rail, sea
ahndbair.kNot all of these staff would have been employees of the Post Office or
the banks.




Package weights, sizes and values A

« The frankings indicate the weights of packages, many of which would be made
up to standard sums of currency, especially in the case of the larger
transactions between major offices. Banknote weights have varied over the
years, and from denomination to denomination, but some indication of the
probable value of parcels can be obtained.

« Assuming that the weight of a banknote is approximately 1.0 gm, each kilogram
weight of a parcel, neglecting wrapping, would represent a value of about
£1000 in £1 notes, £5000 in £5 notes, £10000 in £10 notes.

« Many parcels of over 7 Ibs or 3 kg weight are indicated, and some up to 28 Ibs
or over 12 kg weight, implying individual package values in the vicinity of £3000
to £120,000.

« 10000 banknotes weight ~10 kg pack into a box 14x28x35 cm, or ~13.6 litres
volume.

« Most of the parcels in the shipments between the Bank of Scotland in London
and Edinburgh in 1963-64 were 9 or 10 kg in weight. Approximately fortnightly
shipments of an average of 8 parcels are indicated, implying total weights of
perhaps 80 kg and total values of about £200,000, allowing for some higher
denomination notes.




Package weights, sizes and values B

Combining this information with the information that £300,000 was the more
typical cash value of the overnight HVP mail from Glasgow to London, it might
be inferred that only one bank would send on a given day except when the flow
of business had been disrupted by a Bank Holiday and a weekend. As many as
8 banks may have despatched simultaneously on Tuesday, August 7th 1963
preceding the Great Train Robbery, directly following the August 1st Bank
Holiday on the Wednesday before. Approximately 220 parcels with a volume of
about 3 cubic metres and a value of £2.3 million were stolen.

The frequency of weights in mailings from branches to the head office of the
Bank of Scotland within Scotland between 1969 and 1971, based upon a large
but not necessarily representative sample of tags, is shown in the figure.

Within this distribution there was a clear tendency for particular banks to send
parcels of a particular weight. Aberdeen, for example, persistently sent heavier
parcels than most other branches.

When the Scottish banks negotiated in 1973-1975 with the Post Office for the
introduction of the flat-rate Banker’s Special Packet service between remoter
branches and head office, the calculations were based on the assumption that
the average parcel weight would be 7 lbs or approximately 3.3 kg.




Distribution of package weights in receipts by Bank of
Scotland 1968-70
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Envelopes Banknotes must on occasion have been sent in quite small quantities
(e.g. foreign currency, very high denomination notes) which could have been
enclosed in standard printed registered envelopes of post office issue, or similar
envelopes printed specifically for individual banks. Little if any material survives to
indicate that this was a significant volume of traffic.

Brown paper Some fragments recovered indicate that quite substantial
packages were wrapped externally in strong brown paper with franking and
address applied directly to the parcel

‘Registered’ wrappers Numerous fragments and fronts have been seen which
come from printed registered wrappers of strong cream paper of the type also used
In some post office registered envelopes. These must have been quite large sheets
because they enclosed parcels of banknotes up to 7 lbs in weight (here 6 |b 8 0z).

Special boxes? The traffic between head offices of banks, and between head
offices and major branches, was substantial and frequent.

These transactions are marked by the use of special printed linen address
tags which were probably used in conjunction with strong, possibly fibre-board,
re-usable boxes which would contain a standard amount (weight) of banknotes
of a particular denomination.

Large loose blocks of medium and high denomination definitives have been
seen, implying large flat surfaces, such as those provided by fibre-board boxes,
to which the stamps did not adhere strongly.



Wrappers, Boxes, Tags, and Labels - 1
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Wrappers, Boxes, Tags, and Labels - 1




Printed linen registered labels. Specially printed linen tags with the full address
of the receiving bank (head office), the registration blue cross and the word
“‘Registered”, were prepared for use as tie-on labels in the large and regular
transmissions between head offices in major cities e.g. between London,
Edinburgh, Glasgow and probably Belfast.

This type of transmission was particularly vulnerable to criminal activity,
however, and may have been the first part of the service to have been transferred
to private security firms. Very few labels of this type have been seen dated after
the mid-1960’s.

Printed stickers Some banks used simple adhesive labels with the name and
address of head office. These were probably standard issue to all branches and
were used on a large volume of mail, not just banknote packets. They appear on
standard card tie-on parcel tags in abundance. Many more banks used ‘skeleton
address labels where part of the address had to be filled-in at the time of use.

Standard tags Branch banks mailing banknotes to head office normally
used these standard card tie-on parcel tags, sometimes specially printed
with the name of the despatching bank e.g. Aberdeen, with the address
partly or wholly hand-written or very occasionally typed or rubber stamped.
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‘Emergency’ tags Older material and occasional sendings from small branches e.g.
Lairg sometimes used labels made up from roughly cut pieces of cardboard. This
was the normal practice at Lairg.+

During the BSP period in particular, some branch banks persistently used printed
money-bag tie-on labels, often stapled back-to-back to provide greater strength, as
the tag on which to attach address and franking.

All the above mentioned wrappers, boxes, labels and stickers could plausibly have
been incorporated in the packages in the despatching bank itself, together with the
HVP labels, frankings and even the registration labels (from dedicated reels). This
would have been an obvious security measure and would have provided much
greater convenience in recording and checking for both bank and post office.

This arrangement would have been least likely to exist at small branch banks
which made infrequent sendings. Post Office official card tie-on labels normally
used on whole mail bags in transit were occasionally used to carry both address
and franking.

In some cases there are indications that the address label and the franking,
possibly the HVP label and the registration label were applied by the post office
after collection from the bank.

Such an arrangement is consistent with the occasional examples of packages
despatched unfranked.
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Post Office Mail Bag Labels (left) used to carry £6.90 & £7.80 BSP
frankings

Rough hand-made labels (lower left) from cardboard with £12.39
frankings

Bank cash bag cards (below) with BSP £12.39 frankings.
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Packets found open in transit
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This is the front of a 1969 tag from Beauly to Edinburgh. Part of the
back of this tag is shown in the next, bearing the address, registration
label and manuscript comments,

“Beauly Bank advised additional seal at Inverness” with signature.




Packets found open in transit

| This is the front of a 1969 tag from
Beauly to Edinburgh. Part of the
back of this tag is shown in the next,
bearing the address, registration
label and manuscript comments,

“Beauly Bank advised additional seal
at Inverness” with signature.
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Indic

Classification

Marks and Labels

ating the service used

Registration, Express, HVP and BSP Labels and Marks Used on Scottish Banknote Mail 1906-1998

Marks only

Gummed Labels

[ Self-Adhesive Labels

Sheet

Coil

Classification

Rouletted and Perf

Rouletted x Imperf

Perf x Imperf |

Imperf

1906
onwards

SHEET LABELS

Large sheet labels D
(Mackay 1982 p302)

Scottish small sheet labels A-D

[R

No. 73 [R X

B

=1

(Mackay 1982 p.315-320) Types 1-10

Large sheet labels would have heen used extensively in 1908-7 but have been available for use at Scottish offices when other
supplies have failed at least until 1970, when they were used for short periods of time at Blair Atholl, Kingussie and Newtonmore
{with manuscript or stamped office name inserted but no date stamp)

Small sheet labels would have been in use hetween 1907 and 1929 on registered letters and registered parcels.
Some labels of this type may have persisted in use later than 1930 and the sefting up of the HVP service in England
and Wales. One from Aberdeen 3 was encountered in the late 1970's

OFFICE COIL LABELS

1944445

Scaoftish Experimental Rouletted Coil
(Mackay 1982 p.326 Types 1-5)

First National Perforated Coil
(Mackay 1982 p.329-36 Types 1-9)

Other marks & labels

GLASGOW

61206

R

Small Serial Number Labels
(Mackay 1982 p.336-7 Types 10-12)

Poor Quality Perforated Coil
(Mackay 1982 p.337-9 Type 13)

Telegraphic Code Labels
(Mackay 1982 p.340-2 Types 14-16)

Thick paper Rounded Frame
(Mackay 1982 p.342 Types 17,18)

Thich paper Square Frame
(Mackay 1982 p.343-5 Types 19-24)

HEAD OFFICE COIL LABELS

Scattish Experimental Tripartite Coil
(Mackay 1982 p.345 Type 25)
perf 13 & roulette

National Head Office 4-6 digit
(Mackay 1982 p.346-51 Types 26-31)

and express delivery was used

A combination of registration

by London banks sending to
Scotland in 1955-58

POST OFFICE

EXPRESS

DELIVERY

HVP labels varied very little
hetween 1931 and 1975

lRIN"'?oE,:‘{I

I MANCHESTER
(ME) 240
No 8907

These Blair Atholl labels were in

Telegraphic code labels were supplied to Edinburgh & Glasgow in Scotland and inter alia to
Birmingham, Leeds and Manchester in England, these labels would have been used on

use in chronologically reverse

There are indications that large bank
branches (Aberdeen, Edinburgh, London,
Stornoway) making frequent mailings may
have been issued with dedicated reels of

registration labels

The small serial number labels may not have
been issued to Scottish post offices

This type was in use at Portree as late as
1976

outgoing packets from bank branches in these cities.

orderin 1970-72 R [BLAR ATHOLL
lo 0983

R o%3%%s

There were no labels
associated with the BSP
senvice but some offices had
handstamps made up

Tripartite experimental labels were introduced late in 1972, Their use did NOT
apply in the HVP service and the two lower portions were supposed to be
removed at source. In a number of cases this was not done

The office-name portions were used long after the end of
the B-month experiment. In a few cases older labels were
used in error during the experiment.

Mailings from BoS Slolmuway used this type long after type 512 had
appeared at Lochmaddy.  The Inverness HPO'was soon replaced

by types with simple inscription

[T

Bright blue 6-digit imperf labels with
hollow white "R' on blue

These types appeared in incoming mail to BoS
Edinburgh first from Dumfries, later from Fort William,
Inverness, Kirkwall, Lerwick Stornoway and Wick




hollow white "R’ on blue
m

Edinburgh first from Dumftries, later from Fort William,

anuscript markings and

& Registration, Express, HVP and BSP Labels and s
= 2 1 1 =}
25 [ vew Marks only A wide variety of marks and [SeitAdnesive Labels |5 3
= = pig
E 2 e | ; Sheet . . . . =5
£ 8| 8 £ @ labels to indicate registration g

© 1906 7o R Rouletted and Perf Rouletted x Imperf g | Imperf <

have been in use over the years.
SHEET LABELS :
< RS | Large sheetlahels would have heen used extensively in 18906-7 hut have been available for use at Scottish offices when other
S1 190 (L;;?;:h??slgziz; Rr"""ﬁf&‘ . E.f 5 supplies have failed at least until 1970, when they were used for short periods of time at Blair Atholl, Kingussie and Newtonmore
onwards % 39| - b {with manuscript or stamped office name inserted but no date stamp)
% Bbabargh T bt Small sheet labels would have been in use between 1907 and 1929 on registered letters and registered parcels
S2 1907/8 (Ma:::Ifgsszm:usfgta;;).bﬁ:z;—?q0 IR No. ﬂ LR Be 8 } R Some labels of this type may have persisted in use later than 1930 and the setting up of the HVP service in England 2
’ and Wales. One from Aberdeen 3 was encountered in the late 1870's
OFFICE COIL LABELS
53 1929 Scomisti Experlinental RGietted Col There are indications that large bank
. . The HVP Serv'ce used hranches {Aberdeen, Edinburgh, London,
EXpreSS de“very Ser\nces Stornoway) making frequent mailings may
A A A have been issued with dedicated reels of
1931 - : : distinctive red labels it
s4 | Yo | were sometimes used in er'aa*g%* hich varied [it] reglsiration |abels
; ; ; 2 which varied little over
conjunction with s durafi
o o o a ear ura‘['on The small serial number lahels may not have
S5 | 1944/45 reglstratlon in the absence y heen issued to Scottish post offices
of the HVP service. 5
6 19437 - PERT © EBBUGH 13 PR This type was in use at Portree as late as
19687 (Mackay 1982 p.337-3 Type 13) R No 1426 R No 3482 R No4728 1976
POST OFFICE - -
57 | 10577 |, oo Cose Labes EXPRESS Rl 1 | [Rliizz: || | imngham. Leads and wansnester in Engian, hose aoets would nave hesn tasdon.
© 7| (Mackay 1982 p.340-2 Types 14-16) No 8907 No 0666 g . a M gland, these |2 e
outgoing packets from hank hranches in these cities.
- HVP lahels varied very little e —
S8 1968 - Thick paper Rounded Frame between 1931 and 1975 Rl};
19737 | (Mackay 1982 p.342 Types 17,18) These Blair Atholl labels were in 00026
use in chronologically reverse
s9 1968 - Thich paper Soquare Frame A orderin 1970-72 T
19737 (Mackay 1982 p.343-5 Types 19-24) : o 0983
HEAD OFFICE COIL LABELS 4
Scottish Experimental Tripartite Coil There were no labels Tripartite experimental lahels were introduced late in 1972, Their use did NOT 5 The office-name portions were used long after the end of
S10 1972 (Mackay 1982 p.345 Type 25) associated with the BSP apply in the HYP service and the two lower portions were supposed to be < .. the B-month experiment. In a few cases older labels were
perf 13 & roulette senvice but some offices had removed at source. In a number of cases this was not done. used in error during the experiment.
handstamps made up - .
. ’ o Mailings from BoS Sto‘moway used this type long after type 512 had - ==t -m-u TORNOWAY
1973 - National Head Office 4-6 digit 2 ; PERTH Iﬁ Lo wo .
S11 1963 | ackay 1982 p 346.51 Types 26.31) B p appeared atLochmaddy.  The Invemess HPO'was soon replaced ® 9920 27482 lEl 108034 043906 5
Q s by types with simple inscription '
SELF-ADHESIVE LABELS .
The BSP service generated :
12 113237 Bright blue 6-digit imperf labels with| nOthIng more than These types appeared in incoming mail to BoS [E:—‘ 6
¢ H 0076496

occasional rubber stamps.

Inverness, Kirkwall, Lerwick, Stornoway and Wick




When the banks began
using Express Delivery in
addition to registered post is
not known, but may have
been very early for mail
from London to Edinburgh,
Glasgow and vice versa.

GLASGOW

. 0484 _

PN

THis LETTER M|JUST BE

2

OFFICER OF {THE Pog

‘SUOLIY o

Hand stamped Express marks
such as this may have appeared
on banknote mail also.
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5 5 ——

THIS LETTER MUST | BE GIVEN TO AN OFFICER OF THE
PRRRLEEICE 70§ 85 REGISTERED, AND A RECEIPT

POST oFFcg

This space is reserved for

TEE__PAD. The combination of Express

Delivery with Registered

Letter post was definitely in
use in the absence of HVP
service between London
and Edinburgh in 1953.
Item in a private collection.

This fragment comes from
London to Edinburgh
banknote mail in 1955 and
shows a lighter brown
Express Delivery label..



1000752

REGI LONDON, £.C.76
R No 2221

The Treasurer,

BANK OF |SCOTLAND

Edinburgh,

SCOTLAND.

By 1935 ‘standard’ size dark
brown Express labels were in
use from rouletted sheets




Registration marks and labels are a separate field of study. This reviews some of the features
which will have appeared on banknote mail under the Registered Post system 1841-1998

Large rouletted sheet labels
with simple numbering and
manuscript or hand-stamped
office identification appeared 12

ACiaes,

about 1906 and were still in

occasional use in 1970

Small sheet labels (perf. or
rouletted) were in use 1907-
1931 and even 1970.

Experimental rouletted coil
labels were introduced in
Scotland from 1929

y Ao

fﬂ/z aﬁm{a Xszz//&wf/ s
G985 ] o 0 (e

— ——

A black “R” in an upright oval was in use by 1894. Oval
cancellations became widespread. Numbering was still
manuscript.

To be replaced nationally
by a variety of colil labels
perforated 13 x imperf.

from 1931 to 1968, but in
use much later.

This had been replaced by
a blue “R” in an upright oval
by 1902. Numbering was

still manuscript.

R SCONE RMCU‘:SI&
¢
/)’EQTH' 39 gl
: R Edinburgh 7 ’ Edinburgh
‘ No 73 ‘ | No. 2262

EDINBURGH 2

No 3415

PORTREE

o0 3=l
o 0 Yy Uiy 1
ok ) o




Registration marks and labels are a separate field of study but these are the features
which will have appeared on banknote mail under the Registered Post system 1841-1998

M B B o o a4 aa s g e 4

SRR S

FORT WLLL?I:L

8

Received Registered Racket

FORT WILLIAM

007338

Signed

g078%s £,

Dely. Officers Signature

Badge No.

% 5250 SESABIRUERC St Sl A i RS S e

Coil labels with square or
rounded frame on thick white
paper, perforated 11 x imperf.
were in use nationally from
1968-1973, and contrast with
the earlier types.

R

PERTH

9206

R|

KYLE

0038 HJ

Head office coil labels
with no “No” and mainly
six digit numbers
appeared nationally from
1973 onwards.

aada sl

[‘J

e o 2000000000

‘:’”‘y::?g:::?ﬁw;H<Ly
¢ INVERNESS

f i

S R T L Y S R T Y A YA
el Aoue-? O B 0aBadefa 0.0, Sudl

B A
¥ oA T A YT TR T G
YYY Y]

PRUSIreT TGN SN § ¥ TPV

aga

Experimental tripartite labels
with head office names only, no
“No” and six digit numbers

Date were introduced in Scotland in
November 1972. The
experiment was not a success!

To be replaced by
distinctive imperforate
self-adhesive head office
labels with six digit
numbers from 1983.

R

INVERNESS

040236

; 1:? STOPNOWAY ;

Y

 0045_8M

ST OV T VU TOOC O OVY VCPOT O

INVERNESS

R 00 2 J 8 o
RI 125760
B STORNOWAY

043906
H.P.0. Stornoway

Isle of Lewis

102256

Fort William (3)

007649




Hlustrasions of National Head Office Labels Used in Scottish Bank Mail 19731584
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- &AM

1 CENTRE

38 ST ANDAEW.
EDBURGH

£2.78%p franking of July 1972 from
Drumnadrochit with manuscript ‘HVP’
in red crayon, tied by stamps and
cancellations
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£1.78p franking from Drumnadrochit with
manuscript ‘HVP’ in red and black on a small
piece of white gummed paper, applied early

and tied by stamps and cancellations.




LI\/D ©0. DCD marle

: LAIRG ]
No 2574 8
L

©

% | BANK OF SCOTLAND

' ?f' P.0. Box No. 5
EDINBURGH, 1

o A ) a a am) W e . J

v

Here the top left copies
(from two different
sheets) have been used,
with selvedge attached,

This is a complete sheet of HVP The BSP service produced

labels with marginal inscription at top no labels but several banks
left.. and post offices had “BSP”

hand-stamps made up



The charging for mailings of banknotes from 1841 onwards was
complex, being compounded at various times from some
combination of three components, each of which underwent
changes which were not always synchronised with one another:-

(a) Flat-rate charges for a service (the registration fee when applicable
throughout, the Bankers Special Packet charge from 1975);

(b) Weight dependent charges (the letter post rate at various times, which
advanced in complex patterns at normal letter weights, but at parcel weights
advanced by the ounce or part thereof (before 1923), by each two ounces
(1923 to 1966), by the half-pound (1973-1975), by each 250 gms (1975
onwards), or by the Ib (the letter rate 1966-1973) and the HVP charge from
1966 to 1975) ;

(c) Distance related charges (the Express Delivery charges when incurred).
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Table showing changing cost for registered
banknote parcels as a function of increasing

weight (downwards to 34 Ib, 17 kg) and time
(rightwards, 1780 to 2004)

Detailed sub-classification of the banker’s services may be
made by changes in registration fee, absence or presence of
a specific HVP charge, and changes in the letter post rates.



Provisional Classification of Bankers mail services since the 18th century (Money Letters, Registered,
Period 2 3 4
Interval 9 10 1 12 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
| Statdate | 151920 | 1361921 | 2951922 |1451923| |16561930] 154940 | 151949 | 1.5.1952 | 1.1.1956 [1.10.1957| 294960 131961 [29.4.1963[17.51965| |10.1.1966)3. 16.9.1968( 111969 | [15.21971] 631972 |1094973] |°
| Duration {ap) | 1yr iw iy |Tyim| | 10y | 9w | 3w [Bwém|iwdm| ~3yr | ~6m | [2w3m[2yrim| 8m 9m [ywiind 3%m Pyt%n [1wim|iwbm| 1%m | |
_|__Cumency £s.d £sd £s.d £s. Decimal |
g:f‘s;’ar':;: 2 3 3 | ] | 6d | 1 1164 184 194 3 2p
i Special b e e No special charge for HVP senvice beyond registration and i
Ci gd i P Iy 21 sometimes express delivery costs. Scollish destinations had to| | No special charge for HVP 2/- per Ib or part thereof | 4/6d/1b 22Y:p/lb or part thereof
g8, SOy Mo oy Benicee use registered parcel, registered or registered + express |
Weight not 3 : 3 Express Delivery at A 3 Express Delivery -
> Express Delivery at sender's request - Express Delivery at sender's request| 4 Express Delivery at sender's request| ! 3
exceeding i 5 - addii p sender's request - 1/ 3 - 5 additional charge if used
] b,02) additional charge if used 6d additional charge if used 6d addiional charae K used 1A - additional charge if used 3/ 0 |
10z | | 4vd | | | | | 183d | 153d 18d | 2- | | | | |

] | | | | | | 11 | | |1 | | | | | | | | | | !

|
srs mail services since the 18th century (Money Letters, Registered, High Value Parcels & Bankers Special Packets, Special Delivery)

4 5

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1 2 0 1 2 3 4 5 6
134961 |20.4.1963[17.51965| [104.1966|310.1966/16.9.1968] 111989 | |15.24971] 634972 [109.4973| [1.11.1973[2464974|17.31975| [188.1975| [29.94975 7.6.1976 |136.1977]20.81979] 431980 [26.1.1981] 1.2
2yr3m2yrim| 8m 9m fywiim 3% m Pyri%en |Tywim|iybm| 1%m 8m 9m 5m im 8% m iyt |2r2m| 6%m |10%m| Ty [Ty

£sd £s.d Decirnal Decimal Decimal

1/6d 18d 1/8d 3k 20p 20p I 25p I 35p 35p 45p 60p B5p 75p 90p

No special charge for HVP 2/- per Ib or part thereof | 4/5d/lb 22%:pfib or part thereof 22Y2pilb or part thereof £4.75 £4.75 | £6.15 | £6.90 | £7.80 | £9.30 | £10.88 | £12
. 3 Express Delivery - Express Delivery at
14 3~ Express _D_ehvery ! ser_ndevs reqlest additional charge if used 20p 40p 40p sender's request - 80p £1.25 EXP,
- additional charge if used 3/ o 4 -
20p additional charge if used

1md | o T ] 1 1 T 1 R3%n | RA%n | RAn | 7An | R7n | $104 151°

aits, Special Delivery) based on service offered and rates charged Draft 3 - Late Sept/05
6
400|516 | 7 | TeAT | eB | e e | Tenu| TTeE [ e[ 8| e HI | eI | e ul | 8K
2084979] 4.31980 [261.1981[ 124982 | 5.41983 | 391984 20101986 591988 [2.104989/17.411.1990/16.9.1991[28.6.1993[1.11.1993[ 8.7.1996 [27.11997]  [1210199¢[26.4.1999[27.4.2000(17.4.2003] 1.4.2005 | _Start date
6%m |10%m| Ty [Tyr2m{TyeSm|2yrim|iyrfim|Tyrim[Tyrim| 10m [Tvr9m]| dm |2yr8m]| 6%m [1wdm 6m | 1y [ 3y | 2y | Duration (ap) |
Decimal Decimal Decimal Currency |
65 | 750 | 9%0p £1 £1.10 | £1.20 | £1.40 |£1.55 |£1.75 I £1.90 | 270 | £300 |£3.24 Five weight bands wilh charges shown below | Specal
elivery (min.)|
BSP Flat rate charge for parcels up to 35 Ib/16 kg based on average of
£T.8011 £9.30] | £1088 | £12.03 Gy 7lb. £12.39 rate unaltered until end of registration. Weight not
B = e Special Delivery Senvice only exceeding
Express Delivery at sender's request e e Y (kg)
80p £1.25 - additional charge if used £1.50 £165 | £1.75 | £1.85 £1.95 s@?ﬁl:l::;:;z.e«it‘vm@d
750 | 870 | £1.04 [21.15%] £1.16 T 21.27 | 21.38 £175 | £1.97 | £2.14 [ £294 | £325 | £3.26 [ £350 %o 1 260 1 270 1 280 | 30p 0.06

The eight major vertical divisions from left to right mark:-
the introduction of the HVP service in 1930,
its extension to the whole of Scotland in 1961,

introduction of a special charge for the HVP service in
1966,

decimalisation of the currency in 1971,
the end of HVP service except in Scotland in 1973,

replacement of HVP by BSP with a flat rate charge in 1975,

metrication of the weight system in 1976

the end of registration in 1998.
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Registration fees decreased from 1/- to 2d during the
oth century, but increased steadily from 1921 onwards.

The letter rates decreased sharply in
1923 and did not recover until 1952 Keep an eye in this and the next two
screens on the changing cost of a 5 Ib
arcel with time. High denomination
definitives were not much in use in this
service before 1952.




Provisional Classification of Bankers mail services since the 18th century (Money

Period 2 3 4
Interval 9 10 11 12 0 1 2 =5 < 5 6 0 1 2 3 4 5 6
Stant date 161920 [136.1921 | 29.51922 |14.51923 16.6.1930| 151940 | 151949 | 1.5.1952 | 1.1.1956 [1.10.1957| 7 9.1960 131961 |29.4.1963|17.5.1965 10.1.1966|3.10.1966|16.9.1968| 1.1.1969 1|
Duration {(ap) 1w T yr Ty fwim 10 yr 9w Sy |Bw8m|Twim| ~3w | ~6m 2wd3ml2wim| 8m 9m [wilm 3Vem Pwriten ||
Currency £s.d £s.d £s.d £s.d |
Registration | 54 3d 3d 4d Bd 14 1/6d 1/9d 1/9d 3
Charge (min) |
Special Registrati ibly with No special charge for HVP service beyond registration and
pecia SYIRIIION (RS2 Wi BERISSS sometimes express delivery costs. Scottish destinations had to Mo special charge for HVP 2/ per |b or part thereof | 4/65d/lb
Charge delivery were only services ; ; :
use registered parcel, registered or registered + express
e .nm Express Delivery at sender's request - Express Delivery at sender's request Expresslt et Express Delivery at sender's request
exceeding 3 : 0% 3 sender's request - 14~ 3 A ;
additional charge if used 6d - additional charge if used 6d R 3 - additional charge if used 3/
{lb,0oz) additional charge if used 14 |
10z 4ed | 1/3d 1/3d 149d | 2~ i
20z 4Y%d 4%ed 5led Blad 8led | 1/2%ed | 1/4%ed | 1/4%2d 1/10%d | 2/1%d | 2/1d 4/1d 5/4d |
3oz 4d 5d 5d |
4 oz 4Yed 5¥ed 5¥ed ad 5d 6d 7d 9d 1/4d 1/6d 1/6d 2/ 2/3d 2/3d 4/3d 5/6d 5/5d 7A1d |
5 0z 5d 6d 6d ]
6 oz 5led BYzd BYad Sled Sled BYad 7Yed 10d 1/8%ed | 177%d | 1/7%2d 2f1%ed | 2/4%ed | 2/5d 4/5d 5/8d 5/9d 8/3d |
7 oz 6d 7d 7d
8 oz BYad 7Yed 7Yed 6d 6d 7d 8d 11d 1/7d 1/9d 1/9d 2/3d 2/6d 2f7d 4/7d 5/10d B/~ 8/6d |
9oz 7d 8d 8d g
10 oz 7 ¥ed glad glad BYad Bled 7¥ed 8lad 1/~ 1/8%ed | 1/10%d | 1/10%:d 2/ved | 27%ed | 2/9d 4/9d B/~ 6/3d 8/9d |
12 oz Sied 9ied 9ied 7d oSN e o 9d 1/1d 1410d @ 2/ 2L 2/&d 2/5d 2/114d 441d ¢ B/2d B/6d 9/
11b 10%d T1%%d T1ied 8d 8d 9 10d 1/3d 2f1d 2/3d 2/3d 2/9d 3~ ¥3d &3d 6/6d 7= Y6
11b4 oz 10%d | 1A%d ¢ 1A1%d 9d _9d : 104 : id i 1/5d 2/4d 2/6d 2/6d 3~ ¥3d Xod 7/9d Q- Yod 14/6d )
11b8 oz 12%d @ 1/3%d : 1/3%d 10d 10d 1id 1/ 17d 2/7d 2/9d 2/9d 3 ¥od 4/3d &3d (7] 10~ 15/~ |
11b12 oz eed @ 1/5%d | 1/5%d 1id 11d - i 1d 1/9d 2/10d o & od ¥9d 49d _ &9d |
2 b 1/B0%d | 1/7%d | 1/7%d 7 1/~ 11d 1/2d 11d © 31d ¥3d F3d _ &9d 4/- &3d X3d 10/6d 114 16/ |
110%d | 1111%d - 1/11%d | 172d 12d 1/3d T1i4d 2/3d H7d 3/9d Xaod 4/3d 4/6d 6/3d 12/3d i
31b 2/2%d i 2/3%d | 2/3%d 1/ 4d 1/4d 1/5d 1/6d 27d 41d 4/3d 43d || 49d &~ 7/3d 13/3d : 14/6d 154 £1/2/6
20%d | 2T%d | 2/7%d 16d 1/6d 1/7d 1/8d 2M4d . 47d 49d 494 || &3d o] &3d _16/3d
4 |b 2/10% 211% 211 1/8d _1/8d 1/9d 1/10d : 33d &1d &3d &3d |.=| &9 6- | 93d 17/3d : 18/6d 194 £1/9/10
2%d | H3d | B%d | 1/10d 110d : 1411d 2/ 7d &7d 59d 59d | 8| 63d 6/6d 10/3d £1/0/3 i
51b bied | BTied ¢ BT7d 24~ 2/~ 2f1d 2/2d M1d : 61d &/3d &3d |'5| 69d /- 14/3d | | EX/3 F £17208 1 £1/30 : £1/15/6
I0ed | Tked | 1kd | 2/2d 2/2d 2/3d 2/4d 4/3d &7d &/9d 69d | 5| 7#/3d 7/6d 12/3d | 5| £1/4/3 |
glb = = = = = = = = L L U el = - = RS E T e
= = = = = = = = == = = = = o = 2o s it =
8 E g 81 & & | & | & |55 s=8|152 S= &8 |s|lzgz =3 =23 LB
= = = =Bl 22 =15 |5 = Bls |5 & lEles 8= |95 | &3
i 2 3 2 2 Z| E 2 3 = = = = = = b= ‘~ 2T BE BT Ze 5
66%ed | 6/7%d | G67%d 36d _‘E 36d ¥7d ¥8d &11d ;| AFd  10/9d | 10/9d g 11/3d : 11/6d | E1//3 |5 | £2/0/3 5
10 |b B10%d | 811%d ;| 611%d @ 38d | §| 38d Xod 10d 7/ 3d T49d § A1/3d L 11/3d | 2 11/9d 12/~ L EVA/3 | Bl £244/3 F £2/2/6 : £2/30 @ £3/80 | 5|
7/2ved 7/3%d 73ed  ¥10d | 2| 310d | 311d 4/ 7rd 1U7d ¢ 11/9d ¢ 11/8d | T\ 12/5d | 12/6d | £1/2/3 | 2| £2/43 @
111b 7/6%d Wred : wTSd L 4~ “é 4/~ 41d &2d | WId | 124d | 12/3d | o ol 1294 | 13- EVY3 | £2/a/3 | £2/6/6 | £2/7/0 | £3A14/5 | 2| 1
0%d | mAt%d | TATRd | 42d || 424 443d 4fqd &3d 12/7d | 12/9d |= & —| 133d | 136d | EV/43 £\ exas =
12 |b &2%d ¢ 8/3%d | 8/3%d 444d g 4/4d 4/5d 4/6d &7d 134d | 13/3d § § «|E| 1394 144 E1/5/3 £2/9/3 | £2/10/6 | £2/11/0 | £4110 %
&bked | &T%d | &7%d 46d | 2| 46d 47d 4/8d &11d | 137d | 139d |2 0 = % 14/3d | 14/6d : £E1/6/3 | §|£2112/3 2l
13 |b &10% | 811%d | &11%d | 4/8d e 4/8d 49 410d | 3d 14/1d | 14/3d ct = |3l 1494 18- EUW/3 |0 |E2M133 | £2/14/6 | £2/15/0 | £4/7/8 g
Yoted | Y3%d | ¥3%d | 410d |T| 410d P H1id 1 S~ Y7d 147d | 149d |= £ 5| 193d | 1864 | £1/8/3 || £2M16/3 3
14 |b Aoied | QTied | Qi7ied ] = 81d 52d 9f1d | 154d | 15/3d |- 2| 159d 164 | EV/H3 ? £2/17/3 | £2/18/8 | £2A19/0 | £4/14/0 | 2| |




The introduction of the HVP charge in 1966, and its
more than doubling in 1969 dramatically increased
costs and pushed the banks towards use of security
firms to transport banknote parcels

This was also a time of accelerating inflation
of costs. Some of the intervals during which
particular charges applied were very short.

The higher charges meant that use of high denomination
definitives became commonplace after 1965.




| | | 1 || i \ || i | \ [ | i | || l 1 || || |
h Classification of Bankers mail services since the 18th century (Money Letters, Registered, High Value Parcels & Bankers Spet
3 4 5
3 4 5 6 0 1 2 3 4 5 B 7 8 9 0 1 2 0 1
151952 [ 111956 |1.10.1957| ? 9.1960 131961 [29.41963|17.51965| |10.1.1956)|3.10.1966(16.9.1965| 1.1.1959 1521971 631972 |1091973| |1.11.1973|246.1974[17.31975] [18.81975| |29.94975|76
Swdm|Twom| ~3w | ~6m 2wd3ml2wim| 8m O9m fdwiim 3%2m Pwikn Twim|Twbtm| 1&m 8m 9m Sm im 8% m 1
£sd £s.d £s.d Decimal Decimal
6d 14~ 1/6d 1/9d 1/9d 3/ 20p 20p 25p 35p 35p 45p
P sewice beyond registration and
y costs. Scottish destinations had to No special charge for HYP 2/~ per |b or part thereof | 4/8d/lb 22Yzpflb or part thereof 22%epilb or part thereof £4.75 £4.75 | £9
egistered or registered + express
i Express Delivery at : ; Express Delivery - Express
zdreﬁqduest sender's request - 14 35~ E}{p_reazsdi?ig:.',\;Trghzt,;:?fd,_?;:drgi}lem additional charge if used 20p 40p 40p sender'sy
additional charge if used 1/ 20p additional c
| 1/3d 1/3d 1/9d | 24 | 53%p | 53
8Yed | 1/2%ed | 1/4%d | 1/4%ed 1/10%d | 2/11%d | 2/1d 4/1d 5/4d | 45%zp 46p 46p 52p 64Yzp 42p S6Yep | 5H
[ | 60p | §
9d 1/4d 1/6d 1/6d 2 | 2i3d 2/3d 4/3d 5/6d 5/hd | 7A1d 45%2p i 46Yep | 47Vep 47Vep 54p 67 Yzp 45p 63p 63
BE6p =
10d | 1/5%d | 1/7%d | 1/7%d 21 %d | 2/4ved | 2/5d 4/5d 5/8d 5/9d 8/3d A7ep | 48Yep | B0Vep 50%p | 57%%p 70p 47Vep B9p 70
l | | L i 2p 7]
| 11d 1/7d 1/9d 1/9d 2/3d | 24&d 2i7d 47d | 5A10d B/- 8/6d 49%ep | B0Vep | 52Vep 52Vep 60p 72¥ep 50p 75p 71
[ | | 78p =
1/ 1/8%2d | 1/10%d | 1/10%2d 2i4ved | 27%ed | 2/9d 4/9d B/~ 6/3d 8/9d S1%p | 53%p | S54%p S4Yep | B2%ep 75p _52Yp 81p 54
~14d 1/10d 2/ 2/ 2/6d 2/P/d § 2/11d 411d | 6B/2d B/6d 9/- 53%p | 55%p i 56%zp 56Yzp B5p ¢ 77p 54Y%ep
1/3d 21d 2/3d 2/3d 2/9d &- 33d 53d 6/6d /- Ybd 57%p | 5Q%n ¢ 60i%p 60 70p B81ep 59p
_1/5d 2/4d 26d : 2/6d &- 3d 3ad 7/9d - | ¥Bd : 14/6d 96p 2
1/7d 27d 2/9d 2/9d 3d 36d 4/3d &3d Y6d 1ov- 18- 85p 89p 92p 92p | £1.02%| £1.14 B9p
1/9d | 2/10d - LA ¥od 3od 4/9d _&9d N n
141d © 3id 3d 3ad 9d 4/- &3d 3d i 10/d 114 16/- 95p 99p £1.01 £1.01 |£1.12%:| £1.24 79p £ £
2/3d rd 3od ¥9d 4/3d 46d &/3d 12/3d £1.32% £1.32%.| £1.45 |£156% 89p B2 HE
2/7d 4id 4/3d 43d || 4/9d &- 7/3d 1%3d ¢ 14/6d 15/~ | E1/2/6 £1.32%:  £1.38%  £1.41% £1.41% | £155 |£1.66% 99p b el
211d | &7d 49d 49d || &3d S6d &3d 16/3d £1.73 £1.73 |£1.87%| £1.99 £1.09 £1.56 | £1
3d 1d &3d &3d |.=| &9d /- ¥3d | 17/3d i 18/6d 194 | £1/90 £1.70 : £1.78 | £1.82 £1.82 |£1.97%:| £2.09 £1.139 £1.71 i &1
3rd S7d 59d &9d | 3| 63d 6%6d 1 10/3d £1/0/3 £2.13% £213% | £230 |£2.41% £1.29 £186 | £
H11d | &1d &/3d &3d |'5| 69d 7/~ T13d | | £1/4/3 ¢ £172/8 ¢ £1/30 P £1/158 £2.07%. i £2. 172 1 £2.22V; £2.22V. | £2.40 |£2.51% ?f‘ £1.39 SRR
4/3d &7d 6/9d &9d | S| 7/3d 76d | 12/3d | 5| £1/4/3 £2.54 £254 |£2.72V:| £2.84 j £1.49 £2.16 | £
= - =< oy gl « -~ = | = T T m _£2.31 (%2,
= = = = ol — = = 55 [y, i A ] = o = = — = 2
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3 |8s (e s Blas i as ) B ISl nE (52 S8 | £S5 5 | & &8 |&8 138 22 |g| 2 |glmml =
Dl el e el Rl B B e R e e S R e IR sl Sl P S S e
= = = = Sel = = o ] | = o= o= 5= = = ol 3] (== B =+ |= 23 = _£291 %3
3 = = 3 il =t z |18z B3 BE: =2 e o ® = ® ® al = |=| 2306 £
B | = o i | T mlET ieT 2T B |5 = @ 2| 5321 |5
611d | 10/7d | 10/9d | 10/9d 2| 19/3d | 11/6d | £Vw3 |s| £2/073 5 £4.16 |&m| £4.16 |£4.42% | £4.54 § S22y g £33 | £
7#3d : A14d - 11/3d ¢ 11/3d g 11/9d ¢ A2/~ L ENA/3 | B £241/3 ¢ £2/2/6 | £2/3/0 ¢ £3/8/0 | S| £395 | £4.15 | £4.25 E £4.25 |£4.52V:| £4.64 :z £2.39 E £351 %3,
Wrd L AYTd | A19d ¢ 11/9d | B 12/3d | 12/6d ; E1/2/3 | E| £2/4/3 @ £4.56Y% | = | £4.56% | £4.85 |£4.96% |, | £2.49 2| £3.36 ; £4
d | 124d | 12/3d | o g _129d | 13- | EV/E3 ; E2f3 | £2/6/8 | £27/0 | £3/14/6 = £4.32V: | £EA64Y: | £AB5Y: | (7| £4.65%: | £4.95 |£5.06%: |5 | £259 | =
&3d | 12/7d | 12/9d |o Jg-» —| 1¥3d | 13/6d | £1/4/3 p= £497 |=| £4.97 |£527'.| £5.39 | 5| E26B9 |=
&7d | 131d | 133d |2 5 o 2| d¥ed | 14~ B3 £2/10/ | £2/11/0 | £4/170 % F470 | £494 | £506 | 2| £5.06 |£5.37% | £5.49 ’;_ £279 |3
&11d | 1¥7d | 139d |2 0 2 L.; 143d | 14/6d | EVES |5 |£242/3 i £537%| 2| £5.37% | £5.70 |£581%| 5| £2.89 i
_¥3d | 141d | 14/3d ;’_ % C\a| Taod | 15~ L EVS o |£2(15/3 | £2/14/8 | £2115/0 | 247776 g £5.07Y | £5.33% | £5.46%% ; £5.46% | £5.80 |£591%|C| £2.99 f g
Y7d | 147d | 14/9d = E |5 15/3d ! 18/6d | E/&/3 | T |£216/3 | g | | £5.78 |=| £5.78 |£6.12%: | £6.24 E £3.09 2 § b
o4} 5 = | | 1 = s




The HVP service in Scotland was
replaced in 1975 by the Bankers
Special Packet service which had
a flat rate charge based on an
assumed average weight of 7 Ib

The HVP service ended in 1973,

and was replaced by the use of The flat rate charge escalated

security firms, except in Scotland rapidly from £4.75 in 1975 to
where the remoteness of highland £12.39 in 1983. individual

banks in particular and the long
stretches of lonely road made
security firm operation difficult.

charges applying for very brief
intervals in the main. The
£12.39 rate, however, was
unchanged until the end of
registration in 1998, while
general postal rates
underwent 10 increases.

Bankers packets posted in England and Wales
had to use the standard registered post with the
charges shown in grey figures.



1 || |1 | | . i | | | | r ! l | 1 | | ! |

e Parcels & Bankers Special Packets, Special Delivery) based on service offered and rates charged Draft 3 - Late Sept/05

6
2 0 1 2 3 4 3 6 i 8A 8B 8C ts{B) 8E 8F 8G 8H 3l 3d 8K
74|17.31975| [1881975| [29.91975| 7.6.1976 [13.6.1977[20.8.1979| 4.3.1980 [261.1981( 1.21982 | 54.1983 | 391984 0101986 591988 [2.10.1989(17.11.1990(16.9.1991|28.6.1993(1.11.19393| 871996 (2711997 12
5m Tm 8% m 1w |2w2m| 6%m [10%m)| 1w |[Tw2m{iwdm|2wim|Twiin|Twim|iwin| 10m |Twim| 4m [2wdm| 6%m |Twim| | |
al Decimal Decimal | |
35p 35p 45p 60p B5p 75p 90p £1 £1.10 | £1.20 | £1.40 | £1.55 | £1.75 | £1.90 | £270 £3.00 £324 F
1+ thersaf £1.75 £175 | 645 | 6.90 | £7.80 | £9.30 | £10.88 | £12.03 £12.39 BSP Flat rate charge for parcels up to 35 Ib/16 kg based on average of

7lb. £12.39 rate unaltered until end of registration,

Express Delivery at
40p 40p sender's request - 80p £1.25
additional charge if used

Express Delivery at sender's request
- additional charge if used £1.50

Express Delivery replaced by
£1:65° | £1:75 | k185 £1.95 Special Delivery, subsumed
within Registered service

53%p i 53%p 63p 75p 87p £1.04 (£1.15%: £1.16 : £1.27 | £1.38 : £159 : £1.75 | £1.97 : £214 | £2.94 | £325 : £3.26 | £3.50

BAYp 42p BRvep  SBYp | 72% | 79 | 92p 110 | £122  £123 | £134  £146 | £168  £185 | £208  £226 | £306 £330  £339  £366 | ||
BOp | GBOp | 7Bp | B3p | O7p | £116 E128% £129  £141 : £152  £174 | £192  £216 | £235  £315 | £3.47  £349 | £373 | | |
B7 Yap 45p B3p | Bavp B0p | B7vp 102 | £122  £135 | £136  £148 | £160  £182 | £200  £224 | £244  £324 | £357  £360 | £304 | | |
BGp | G67p | BAp | 92p 107 | £128  £142 | £143  £155 | £168  £1.91 | £203  £234 | £254  £334 | £367 %370 | £394 | ||
70p 47Vep B9p | 70%p 88p | OAvp E£113 | £134  £149 | £150 £163 | £176  £199 | £217 £243 | £264  £344 | £377  £380 | £404 | | |
il 72p | 7p | O2p | £101  E£119 | £141  £156 | £158  E£171 | £1.84  E£207 | £2206  £253 | £275  £355 | £366  £392 | £416 | | |
72%p | | 50p 750 | 77v:p  O6p E1D5% £125 | £145  £164 | £166  £179 | £192  £216 | £235 £263 | £206 £366 | £400  £404 | £428 | | |
C 780 Blp | £100 | £1.10  £131 | £155  £172 | £174  £188 | £2020  £226 | £245 %274 | £298 %378 | £413 417 | £441 | ||
75p 52Yp Blp | BAvp 104 £114% £137 | £162  £180 | £182  £1097 | £212  £237 | £257  £285 | £310  £300 | £425  £430 | £454 | | ]
T | | Eavn _ | £36 EJR0 E2E0ERA0 US40 E4Z0 455 E4G0 T EABA
B1%p 50p §55 | £280 | £300  £335 | £370 €450 | £AO0  £A00 | £5.24
Sep | £102  £127  E£141  £l48  £198  £218  £227  £238  £2B5 | £200 | £310 | £345 | £3.85 | £ABS | £505
Va| £1.14 B9p £275  £300 | £320  £355 | £395 £475 | £515
e e — U e £295 £315 | £335 | £3.70  £4.15 | £495 | £535
Vil £124 79 £111 £1.19% £147  £165  £107  £234  §267  £J62  £280  £a05 | £330  £350  £385  £A30  £610  £560 : £575  £509 | |
5 |£156%| | 89 £126  E137 EiB7 B8 E2ZdEDETED06 EA02 EA20 T ESED | EA7A RAO0 EA40 EAG0 EET0E.15 ,
£1.66% 59p £141 £154% £187  £200  £25]  £300  £335  £342  £364  £3095  £420  £450 . £495  £550  £6.30 €660 k5
%| £199 £1.09 £156 172 | £207 | £231 | £278  £333 | £374  £382 | £A06  FAA0 | 4G5  £500 | £550  E610 | £6.00 | E7.45 =
ve| £209 | | £119 £171 £189 £227 | £253 | £305  £a66 | £413 | £422 | £A48  £AB5 | £510 £550 | £605  £70 | £7.50  £A.10 SE
) | £241%| | €129 | | £186  £207  £247  £275 | £332  £399 | £452  £4B2 | 490  £530 | £655  £R00 | 660 | £7.30 | £8.10 %875 &
£251% 12| £1.39 £201 £224% £267  £207 | £350  £432  £491  £502  £532  £575  S600  £RG0 | £7.15  £7.00 | £8.70  £9.40 z
v| 2284 (=[5485 2215 | £242  £287 | £319 | £386 | £465  £530  £542  £574 | £p20  £b45 | E7.00 E770 £B50  £9.30 EID05 -
@ £231 £259v. £307  £341 | £A13  £AO8  §569  £582  £6.16  EAG5 | £6.00  £750 | £8.25  £9.10 . £9.90  £10.70 5
=_ |z = E24B | £277 327 | £363  E440 | £531  FR0B | £622  F650 | £7.10  £7.35 | £800  £9.60 | £970 £1050 | £11.35 =
== |5l = £261 £204% £347 | £305  £467 | £564  ER47 | £RG2  £700 | £755  £780 | £850 £935 | £10.30 £11.10  £12.00 =
SN |=| & |g| %276 2312 £367 | 2407 £494 | £597  £686 | £7.02  £742  £8.00 | £8.05  £9.00 | £990  £1090 1170 £1285 2
=9 |2| = (2| 291 £329% 387 | £4.29 | £521 | £630  £7.25 | £7.42 | £764 | %645 | £870 | £950 | £1045 | £1150 | £12.30  £13.30 HE
® [E] ® |s| %306 %347 #407 £451  £548 %663 %764 £/62  £526 | %890  £9.15 £1000 £1100  £12.10  £1290 £13.95 2
& 8| £321 £359% 2427 £4.73 | £575 £695 | £8.03  £8.22  £868 | £935  £960  £10.50 £11.55  £1270 £13.50 | £14.60 8
V.| #2454 |8| #2259 || £336 | £382  £4.47 | 495 £02 | 5709 £8.42 | £8.62 £9.10 | £9.80 £10.05  £11.00  £12.10  £13.30  £14.10  £15.05 i HE
v| 5464 |51 %238 (| £351 #399% £AG7 517 %629 %762 | £881 | £907  £95> £1025 £I0A0 1150 | £1265 £1390 £1470 £1590 £1695  £17.19 |5 |
S |£4.96% | [ 2249 | 2| 8338 R4li7 | €467 | £539  EA6H | &/05  £9.00 | £9.47 | £9.94 | £10.70 £10.95 | £12.00 | £13.20 | £14.60 £1590 | £16.55 | £17.65  £17.89 | @
ESATIA 52_52 Z) 2
‘_? 25‘39 sl 28 =
2| 2549 |'o| £279 |5 c
g501%|5| 298 [£] 2 g 2 = = = < = = = = < = = - = = = |



I | | | l l | | I 1 I | l l [ F
ecial Delivery) based on service offered and rates charged Draft 3 - Late Sept/05
6 A Period
5 6 7 | 8 | e8| sc | 8D | 8E | 8F | 86 | sH [ s | 84 | sk [0 E AT intenal
4.31980 |261.1981| 1.2.1982 | 5.4.1983 | 3.9.1954 [20.10.1986 591988 [2.10.198917.11.1990116.9.1991 [25.6.1993|1.11.1993| 8.7.1996 |27.1.1997 [12.10.1995 26.4.1999| 27 .4.2000|17 .4.2003 | 1.4.2005 Start date
1Wem| Ty |[Tw2m|[Twdm|2wim|Twlin|Twim|Twim| 10m [Twm| 4m |2wdm| 6¥em [Tw9m 6m Ty 3yr 2.y Duration (ap)
Decimal Decimal Decimal Currency
750 | 9op £1 £110 | £1.20 | £1.40 | 2155 | £175 | £1.90 | £2.70 £3.00 £3.24 Five weight bands with charges shown below | . SPecial
Delivery (min.)
BSP Flat rate charge for parcels up to 35 |b/16 kg based on average of
B30 | SI0 020 AL 7lb. £12.39 rate unaltered until end of registration. Weight not
T ——— Special Delivery Service only exceeding
Op gfigs |Fxpwss Deltwly atsendors fedlest) e | i (rae £1.95 Special Delivery, subsumed a)
- additional charge if used £1.50 within Registered service
87p £1.04 :£1.15%: £116 | £1.27 : £1.38 : £159 | £175 | £1.97 : £214 | £294 | £325 | £326 ;| £350 0.06
92p £1:0 8122 281230 B340 BB o E1BE oE1B5 0 £2087 £3.26  £306 i £388 1 £339 £366 0.1
97p | £116 (£128%: £129 : £141 | £152 | £174 | £192 | £216 | £2.35 : £315 ;| £347 | £349 | £373 0.15
£1.02 1 £1.22 | £1.35 | £1.36 | £148 { £1.60 | £1.82 | £200 ;| £224 | £2.44 | £324 | £357 | £360 | £384 0.2
£1.07 | £128 | £1.42 | £1.43 : £155 | £168 | £191 | £209 | £234 | £254 | £334 : £367 ;| £370 : £394 0.25
7 b R e e 7 Lo o T e g s e o e o O 0 oy e L o e el 7 T e P R s Fr G e e e e 0.3
£119 | E1.41 : £156 § £1.58 | £1.71 | £1.84 ;| £207 | £226 | £253 | £275 : £355 | £388 | £392 ! £4.16 0.35
£1.25 1 £148 § £164 | £166 | £179 § £1.92 | £216 | £235 | £263 | £286 | £366 | £4.00 | £404 | £428 0.4
£131 : £155 ¢ £172 | £174 ¢ £188 : £202 | £226 : £245 | £274 | £2098 | £378 | £4.13 | £4.17 : £4.41 0.45
e A s e e R e o e e ey e s e e e D s e e e Bl R s e 0.5
£235 ¢ £260 | £280 : £3.10 : £340 : £420 | £455 : £460 ; £484 0.6
£255 | £280 : £3.00 : £335 | £3.70 | £4.50 : £4.90 : £5.00 | £5.24 0.7
£148 : £198 | £218 : £222 : £238 | £2B5 | £290 : £3.10 | £3.45 | £385 | £4B5 : £505 : £515 | £539 0.75
2ron rdi 0 RSN NS5 NERIDo0 EEATA R ES 15 R ES S0 2 eSS 0.8
£295 1 £3115 1°£3:35 1 E3:70 1 E45 | £4.95 1 E5385 1 £555 | E5i7Y 0.9
A pshg st el ey o sp R e aiia s Y e e B I e R e s et e s R [ R e e 1 kg
£224 | £267 : £296 : £3.02 | £3.22 | £350 : £375 : £4.00 | £4.40  £490 : £570 : £6.15 | £6.45 | £6.69 |
£2510 £3.00 E3S5 R 364 £305 400 RS0 £ BSTy £5:50 T F630 RG0S £R50 E 1.5 kg
£278 | £3.33 | £3.74 | £3.82 | £4.06 : £4.40 | £4.65 | £500 @ £5.50 : £6.10 : £6.90 @ £7.45 @ £7.85 | £8.09 >
£3.05 i £366 | £4.13 | £422 | £4.48 | £485 | £5.10 | £550 i £605 ;| £670 | £7.50 i £8.10 i £855 | £879 | = 2 kg
£332 | £399 | £452 | £462 : £490 : £530 : £555 | £6.00 : £6.60 : £7.30 : £8.10 | £8.75 | £925 | £9.49 | &
£359 | £432 : £491 | £502 : £532 : £575 : £B.00 : £6.50 | £7.15 : £7.90 : £8.70 : £9.40 : £9.95 : £10.19 | =
£386 : E4B5 | £530 @ £542 ! £574 | ER20  £645 : £700 : E770 ! £E8A0 ! £9.30 : £10.05 : £10.65 : £10.89 | ©
£A13 | £498 : £569 : £582 | £6.16 | £665 : £6.90 : £7.50 | £8.25 ! £9.10 : £9.90 : £10.70 : £11.35 : £1159 | & 3 kg
£4.40 : £531 : £608 : £6.22 : £6.58 : £7.10 : £7.35 : £8:.00 : £8.80 : £970 : £10.50 : £11.35 : £12.05 : £12.29 %
£467 ;| £5B4 | £6.47 | £662 : £7.00 ; £7.55 ; £780 ; £8.50 : £935 : £10.30 ; £11.10 ; £12.00 ; £12.75 ; £12.99 |2
£494 | £597 | £6B6 | £7.02 | £742 | £800 | £8.25 @ £9.00 | £9.90 | £10.90 ! £11.70 i £12.65 | £13.45 | £13.69 |5
£621 { £6.30 | £725 | £742 | £784 | £8.45 | £8.70 i £950 i £10.45  £11.50 ; £12.30 i £13.30 | £14.15 | £14.39 c%' 4 ky
£545 | £6.63 | £7.64 | £7.82 ! £8.26 : £8.90 : £9.15 : £10.00 : £11.00 : £12.10 : £12.90 : £13.95 : £14.85 : £15.09 |~
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From 12/10/1998 the only options for bankers packets by post were the first
class post (prices in light grey) or the Special Delivery Service (dark grey
prices, large and irregular weight bands, maximum 10kg).



REQUIREMENT FOR HIGH DENOMINATION ADHESIVES IN THE HVP SERVICE

Provisional Classification of Bankers mail services since the 18th century (Money Letters, Registered, High Value Parcels & Bankers Special Packets) based on service offered and rates charged Draft 1 - 4/4/05
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POSTAGE RATES IN THE REGISTERED PARCEL SERVICE USED IN SCOTLAND

Variation in rates for Registered Parcels, in the context of the classification based on Registered Letter Post. Draft 1 - 4/7/05
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Metered Frankings in the HVP Service - O

Head office of Bank of
Scotland in London was using
postage meter strips for
franking HVP items by 1970,
replacing the sheet issue
stamps in use in 1963/64.

After decimalisation of the
currency, Barclays Bank used a
combination of 9d perfins “BBK”
which were still valid for postage.
These were combined with
postage meter strips for the
balance of the franking.




Metered Frankings in the HVP Service - O

For a time National
Westminster Bank used
a meter with “HVP” in
place of the logo, but
reverted to use of HVP
labels in 1970..

Later in the same year
Barclays Bank was using

combinations of meter strips
to form frankings.




Metered Frankings in the HVP Service - 1

There is little evidence to constrain when the Edinburgh head office of the Bank of Scotland first began to use postage meters
to frank outgoing packets of banknotes destined for London or branch offices in Scotland. Postage meters were in use on
outgoing mail from head office in Edinburgh by 1970. The scale of this traffic is completely unconstrained beyond speculating
that it was likely to have been substantial and comparable with that of the traffic incoming from branches in Scotland.




Metered Frankings in the HVP Service - 1

High Value Packets were sent by First Class Registered Letter Post and were not to be
regarded as Parcel Post. Nevertheless, parcel cancellations applied in error appear in
perhaps 5% of all recovered material.

Just one example has been recovered in which the franking has been provided by the
dedicated sterling parcel post meter at Perth post office counter, using two strips

totalling to the £1/15/6d rate for a 5lb packet. The context in which this meter came to
be used is unknown — but the date, first day of April, may have something to do with it.




Metered Frankings in the BSP Service - 2

Postage Meter Frankings used by Bank of Scotland on BSP Mailings to Branch Offices 1975-
1983. Tags and soaked off meter strips illustrating the changing BSP rates (£4.75, £6.15,
£6.90, £7.80, £9.30, £10.88 and £12.03) between 1975 and 1983. No meter strips have been
recovered from the £12.39 rate (most recoveries had been on tags returned from two offices,
both of which ceased mailing about 1983).




‘ Adhesive Stamps used to Frank Bankers’ Packets ‘

| KGVI Festival High Denomination Definitives & First QEIl Castles |

Between 1923 and 1952, including the
first thirty years of the HVP service, it
was only packets greater than 12 Ib in
weight which would have required stamp
denominations of 5/- or greater.

London to Edinburgh Registered + Express packet in
January 1955 displays three of the four high
denominations of the Festival design (SG 509 - 511).

This crude tag from Perth 27 December 1955
shows the use of the Waterlow printing (SG 536)
of the Castles design in simple registered post.




Intermediate Printings of the Castles Design

o

POSTAGE 1

. s 4 a . AR -

Parcel tag from HVP packet London to Glasgow

February 1966 with BW printing Castles on multiple

December 1962 with 2" De La Rue printing (SG 589) crown watermarked paper, £1, 10/-, 5/- (SG 598a,
of the £1 Castle design, 597a, 596a)




The Bradbury Wilkinson printings of the Castle
design

Parcel tag from HVP packet from Arbroath
January 1968 with all four Bradbury
Wilkinson printing Castles on multiple crown
watermarked paper, £1, 10/-, 5/-, 2/6d (SG
598a, 597a, 596a, 595a)




The Bradbury Wilkinson printings of the Castle
design

Parcel tag from HVP packet from April
1969 tag to Edinburgh with HVP label and
Auchterarder registration label #2649.
Franked £1, 10/- and 5/- BW printing
Castles on white unwatermarked paper
(SG 762, 761, 760)




The Machin high denomination engraved definitives 1969-1977.

With a hand lens it is easy to detect that the
white ‘holes’ in the background shading are
narrower Iaterally in the later printing..

o

k 7 . 3 .\.7 =
Pre-decimal £1 SG 790 W’ﬁn%/mestéClmm !1 SG 790* White

squarer, lighter grey effect. 4 narrower, elongated, darker eﬁect




The Machin high denomination engraved definitives 1969-1977.

With a hand lens it is easy to detect that the
white ‘holes’ in the background shading are
narrower laterally in the later printing..

The 10p denomination in this
design was replaced early by a
small format Machin, which could
be found used in combination with
the other three denominations.

Manchester (MR)

202
No3711




50p SG831 ON PHOSPHORIZED PAPER (SPEC. UC9)

The 50p released originally on ordinary paper on 17 June 1970 (8 months before decimalisation of the currency) was also released on 1
February 1973 on phosphorized paper (residual stock from printings of the 10p (SG829), which had been replaced 11 August 1971 by the
small format SGX885. The 50p (SG831) was replaced by the small format SGX921 from 2 February 1977. Only about one in a thousand
used copies of SG831 recovered from HVP and BSP mail to the Bank of Scotland were printed on phosphorized paper.

Thirty-six examples yielding date of use, source or both were recovered. Most were used in the late summer — early autumn of 1973 (July
[1]; August [3]; September [20]; October [11]; November [1]).

Sources included Kirkwall, Stornoway, Portree and Broadford in the Islands; Wick, Thurso, Golspie, Lairg, Alness, Lochcarron,
Drumnadrochit in the Northern Highlands; Grantown, Elgin, Aberdeen, Braemar, Dundee, Killin in the Grampian Highlands; Langholm in the
Borders, Port William in Southern Scotland, and Berwick-on-Tweed, Wooler in North-East England. This pattern is consistent with a very
limited supply of this 50p printing (UC9) being distributed nationally within a single month’s requisition by individual offices, made in August
and September 1973, approximately 5 months after the first release.

HVP tag from Lairg Sutherland on 11 September 1973 with Whole tag and fragment of HVP tag from King Street, Aberdeen on 2 August and 18
£2.13%p franking made up by block of 4 x 50p on phosphorised October 1973 respectively, with £1.78p franking — HVP rate for a 4 Ib packet in interval
paper (SG831*, UC9), a 10p (SGX885) and a 3%2p (SGX858). 4.8, made up by a £1 (SG731*, UC11), a 50p on phosphorised paper (SG830*, UC9), a

Registration label type S10 ‘Inverness’ #01,6596. HVP rate for a 20p (SG 829) and a pair of 4p with two phosphor bands (SGX861), and by a block of
4 |b 8 0z packet in the very short (7 week) 4.9 interval. four 50p on the fragment.




The large format two-colour photogravure Machin high
denominations 1977-1987
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Lerwick
R 239647

The £1 denomination was used extensively in making up the
£6.90 flat-rate BSP franking and less frequently in other BSP
rates where it was generally more convenient to use
combinations of the £2 and £5.

This example is a double tag from Lerwick in the time of the
£12.39 rates in early 1986.




The £2 denomination was used extensively in making up the
£7.80, £9.30, £12.03 and £12.39 flat-rate BSP frankings.

The £5 denomination was widely used in all rates from its
first availability, and often in pairs in the £10.88, £12.03 and
£12.39 BSP frankings.

This example is a double tag from Ballivanich, Isle of
Benbecula, in the time of the £12.39 rates in early 1986.
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The £1.33 denomination is
seen on a tag from Wick,
Caithness, making up the

£12.39 BSP rate.
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The £1.41 denomination was

very little used in the material

reaching me from the Bank of
Scotland before the supply

failed. Here a copy is seen on
a fragment of a £12.39 BSP
rate franking from Broadford,

Isle of Skye
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The Parcel Rate Large Format Photogravure Machin High Denominations
1983 - 1988

Denominations of £1.30, £1.33, £1.41, £1.60 (SG 1026a, 1026b, 1026c¢, 1026d) were issued in
succession between 1983 and 1987 to meet the minimum charge for the parcel post.

They were very little used in meeting the BSP rates, and from their catalogue valuations, all four stamps
appear to be in short supply in fine used condition.

The post offices at Bonar Bridge and Golspie were inclined to
use these parcel denominations in large blocks or multiples.

The £1.30 denomination appears here
on a tag from Fort Augustus, making up
the £12.39 BSP rate. The overfranking
by 1p is typical of tags from Fort
Augustus throughout the time of the
£12.39 rates.

- —
‘OTAL SHEET VALUE £5C




REAPPEARANCE of the CASTLE THEME in the HIGH DENOMINATION DEFINITIVES

CARRICKFERGUS CASTLI

The 3d regional with two phosphor bands was used in the Glasgow area from 29.1.1963 and withdrawn 9.11.67 when
the version with one central phosphor band was issued . A few years later the remaining stock of SG S1p was being
widely used in the far north and north-west of Scotland (Inverness-shire, Ross-shire, Caithness and Sutherland) at a
time when dealers were still asking high prices for mint copies.

The £1 grey (SG 790) was slow to be replaced at Scottish offices by the £1 black (SG 790*) and was infrequently seen
before the end of 1970. Similarly the £1 black (SG 790*) was not replaced in general until 1974 at Scottish offices by
the redrawn version (SG 831b) issued in late 1972.

The 50p Phosphor (SG 831) had a very restricted circulation in Scotland long after its date of issue. It is not known
what its distribution among English sources was, if any at all.



Some unusual frankings

Examples of mixed partial
meter frankings with pre-
decimal Machin 9d perfins
‘BBK’ from Barclays Bank,
London. Using up stock in the
period of grace following
decimalisation of the currency.

These two examples show that
stamps were (not infrequently)
cancelled before being affixed to the
tags (much easier to effect a clean

strike when you think about it).




Postage Due was never ,
incurred in the HVP and BSP || 7« 4vF o<c. fecaues.
services — because all e 772
packets were handled VP N B8 oy
person to person and paid t m Acotlond (Emwiaueay c@.@m)
for or debited on the spot. || Erunoco




Posted Unfranked

This did not prevent the packets
being despatched occasionally
without the appropriate franking
being applied by the postmaster.

An apologetic letter carrying the
missing franking was the method
used to straighten the accounts.




Cancellations and Postmarks — 1

Mackay (1978) gives background information on the introduction and usage of almost
all the types of postmark, many not specific to registered mail, which have been
encountered as cancellations on HVP and BSP mail originating within Scotland.

No special cancellations are recorded to have been used in
connection with the Express Delivery service after 1900.
Mackay (1982) gives a more specialised survey of postmarks
specific to the Inland Registered Post throughout Britain from
1841 until 1982.

Oval steel ‘registered’ date-stamps This obsolescent
type of ‘Registered’ cancellation was still in regular use
at certain offices between 1969 and 1986 at least,
notably Leeds, Manchester, Kirkwall and Stornoway.

Circular double ring and other ‘registered’
cancellations were rarely seen.




Cancellations and Postmarks — 2

Oval rubber ‘registered’ date stamps : The oval rubber
registered cancellations were in general use at major
city offices such as London and possibly Edinburgh,
Glasgow and Belfast as well. They do not seem to have
been in use at branch post offices, but were probably
the cancellations used on the greatest cumulative ‘value’
of banknote transmissions.

The cancellations encountered by
far the most frequently were the
circular steel counter date-stamps.

Almost as frequent were
cancellations from steel
double circle obliterators
of various types.




Cancellations and Postmarks — 3

Some offices usually used
circular rubber packet
cancels, notably Langholm
and Lochmaddy. Other
offices used them rarely.

Others occasionally or
frequently (and
erroneously) used
parcel cancellations
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Cancellations and Postmarks — 4

With so many high denomination
definitive stamps in use, it was an
objective to see that none escaped
cancellation. Datestamps, ‘HVP’ and
‘BSP’ stamps and finally manuscript
cancellations were all used by default.




Pre-1937 HVP

Early HVP from England

These two photocopies of items from the 1930’s, in a private collection, were supplied by a dealer in 1983



English HVP in Wartime 1940

LONDON, E.S. 592
R No 0183

N £
'é‘fﬁsnmfm

The Manager,

TR, TSR

This fragment from a registered envelope or wrapper was donated by James Mackay about 1983




English HVP in 1955

Lond;n, E.C.IS"] i
R No 1LEB3"

The Manager,

MIDLAND BANK LIMITED,
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Front from specially printed wrapper used within England on mail outgoing from head office.
Donated by James Mackay about 1983




Express + Registered Post used between Scotland

and England in place of HVP before 1960
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When the banks began
using Express Delivery in
addition to registered post is
not known, but may have
been very early for mail
from London to Edinburgh,
Glasgow and vice versa.
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| Hand stamped Express marks
such as this may have appeared
on banknote mail also.
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Express + Registered Post used between Scotland

and England in place of HVP before 1960
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By 1935 ‘standard’ size dark
brown Express labels were in
use from rouletted sheets




Express + Registered Post used between Scotland
and England in place of HVP before 1960

S : o o When the banks began using Express Delivery in addition to
T S EXPRESE : SERERE ] reg_istered post is not known, but may have bee.n very early for
T e o e el DELIVERY mail from London to Edinburgh, Glasgow and vice versa.

The Thausarem‘_ e [ Lovoum, £6. 22
. No 1457

BANK OFSCOTLAND

inburgh,

SCOTLAND.

The combination of Express
Delivery with Registered
Letter post was definitely in
use in the absence of HVP
service between London
and Edinburgh in 1941.




Express + Registered Post used between Scotland

and England in place of HVP before 1960
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The combination of Express
Delivery with Registered
Letter post was still in use in
the absence of HVP service
between London and
Edinburgh in 1955. Item in a
private collection.

This fragment comes from
London to Edinburgh
banknote mail in 1955 and
shows a lighter brown
Express Delivery label..
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LONDON, EC.76

No 2226

The Treasurenr, |

POST OFFICE

EXPRESS |

DELIVERY

The comblnatlon of Express
Delivery with Registered
Letter post was definitely in
use in the absence of HVP
service between London
and Edinburgh in 1941.

Express+Registered
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Scottish banks also used Registered Parcel Post before the extension of the HVP service




Early 1960’s HVP outgoing from head office in England
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y D aon, k.C. 79 ]

~2iNo 154

—l 014 JIK LIMITED, 54, Lombard Street, E.C.3.
BARCLAYS BANK LIMITED, L
/' A 1 /, P _

Item in a private collection. Note use of perfins implying that packet was franked in the head office



Early 1960’s HVP C

Scottish and English HVP fragments from 1962-63

|scoTLAND

| P.O. Box No. 5,
Bank Street,
EDINBURGH.

Both sides of a fragment of a tag from a London to Edinburgh packet 1962




Scottish and English HVP fragments from 1962-63

MANCHESTER
(MR) 240

Fragment of parcel front from Manchester 1963



Mid 1960’s HVP

HVP in Scotland mid- & late-1960’s

A 1690—5/61,

" REGISTERED

P.0. Box No. 5,
Bank Street,
EDINBURGH.

Both sides of a HVP tag London to Edinburgh 1963




Mid 1960’s HVP

HVP in Scotland mid- & late-1960’s
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London E C 264

No 2279

Clydesdale Bank j Limited
30 St. Vincent

Box No. 43

Glasgow Ci1

Both sides of a HVP tag London to Glasgow 1966




HVP In Scotland mid- & late-1960’s

Single sided tag from Scottish HVP 1968 — use of all four high denominations in same franking
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Three sets of High Denomination Definitives current
In the 25 months of Period 4.6 - A
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AUCHTERARDER

No 0090

Three sets of High Denomlnatlon Definitives current
in the 25 months of Period 4.6 - D
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The £2/2/0d charge for a High Value Packet not exceeding 6 |b in weight invited the use of a pair of £1 stamps plus a pair of
1/- stamps, or a 10p sterling Machin stamp. A rarely used alternative was the use of a block of four of the 10/- or 50p
denominations, the use of Castles and sterling Machins in matched frankings being illustrated by these two tags.A third tag
of December 7 1970 displays the partial franking from a probable £3/1/6d packet, also from Arbroath with block of 4 x 50p,



Three sets of High Denomination Definitives current
In the 25 months of Period 4.6 - A

Three versions of each of the high value stamps were available in this interval,
the critical dates being

Start of Interval 4.6: 1January 1969
5 March 1969: Sterling Machins start to replace the unwatermarked Castles.
17 June 1970 Decimal Machins start to replace Sterling Machins.

Start of Postal Strike just before decimalisation day 15 February 1971.

High Value Packets not exceeding 5 Ib in weight were charged £1/15/6d, a rate
readily and frequently made up from a £1, a 10/- and either a 5/- plus a 6d

stamp, or a 20p plus a 1/6d stamp. There is the possibility of matching the same
franking in the three sets of definitives, together with as many as 6 different
transitional combinations at each change-over.

Smaller post offices like those at Avoch and Newtonmore may not have stocked
the £1 stamp, and so used 3 10/- or 50p stamps in making up the franking.

Supply of the 5/- Castle appears to have failed before that of the 10/- and £1
stamps. The first three examples show an all-Castles franking followed by one of
10/- Castles with a 5/- Machin from the same office two months later, and finally
an all-sterling Machin franking from Avoch.




atched 4.6 Normal 5Ib B

Three sets of High Denomination Definitives current
In the 25 months of Period 4.6 - B

Frankings using all three sterling Machins were generated from September 1969 to July 1970

; From BANK OF SCOTLAND, ABERDEEN.
COTI.RAND e
8ANK OF S 7

P.o. Bdx No S BANK OF SCOTLAND,

:;;,f-' PRG H .

EDINBURGH, 1

These two frankings from July 1970 use the While these two frankings from December 1970
sterling Machin 5/- and £1, or £1 only, with the and January 1971 use only decimal Machins
decimal Machin 50p and the 20p in one case

Edinburgh,EHi 1YZ
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All eight examples here involve the use of three high denomination definitives with one being the £1
denomination in every case.

The first four examples carry either all three as Castles, or at least two Castles. At most offices it was the
supply of 5/- Castle which failed first, but there is an example here where the supply of the 2/6d failed first.

Example 5 shows the persistence of the 2/6d Castle at Aviemore after both £1 and 5/- had been replaced
by the sterling Machin. Example 6 is an all-sterling Machin franking from early 1970. The final two are a
matched pair from Aviemore in August and October 1970, the former with decimal Machin 20p stamps but
a sterling £1, the latter with the decimal £1 stamp.
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The last two examples
also come from Avoch
about a year later and

: ) e show matched frankings
' with the 10/- and 50p
Avoch 20 ; -
AvooH / ‘ Machins respectively, both
= : f 1L : J
No 0748 August L BHH I L/Wp accompanied by the 20p

BANK  oF Sco D FA&/S’QM 70 decimal Machin and
P.O. Box No. 5 ‘ e;r ; / unwatermarked 1/6d

. e Scottish regional.
EDINBURGH, 1 AR .

EHL IYZ No 0893




BSP 6.1 & 6.2

Ordinary Registered Mail used by branches in
England - Intervals 6.1, 6.2

Bank branches in England were not included in the
Bankers Special Packet service and had to use the
ordinary registered post.

Vi)

30167

79

Wooler Dec 1976




Matched 4.6 ten bobs

Three sets of High Denomination Definitives current
In the 25 months of Period 4.6 - F

BRAYK 6 ScoTese?

0o Boxtd
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BA”K of Sco7rAanD ‘ L e

RANK OF SCOTLAND

P.O. Box No. 5 P.O. Box No. 5
EDINBURGH, 1 EDINBURGH, 1

The £1/9/0d charge for a High Value Packet not exceeding 4 Ib in weight invited the use of a £1 stamp plus a 5/-, 2/6d and
1/6d, or 5/- plus four 1/-, or a pair of 20p sterling Machin stamps plus a 1/-. An occasionally used alternative was the use of
a pair of the 10/- or 50p denominations.




Bankers Malil — Use of all Four High Denominations Simultaneously
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In interval 4.7 the postage rates included £2.82%2p and £4,70p, the former calling for
the use of all four Machin recess definitives and the latter permitting the use of all four.
The 10p went out of use relatively swiftly and was replaced by a small format 10p.




Bankers Special Packets - Intervals 6.1, 6.2

Aberfeldy Dec 1975

Charges were soon (June 1976) increased to
£6.15 until mid-June 1977

The Bankers Special Packet service was introduced
in Scotland in August 1975 at a flat rate of £4.75p,
replacing the High Value Packet service.

B2 Tl 2 -

Kirkwall March 1977

The large format Machin series was soon issued with
the £5 denomination finding an immediate use

The large format Machin £1 later replaced the
second decimal £1 denomination.




BSP 6.3 & 6.4

Bankers Special Packets - Intervals 6.3, 6.4

The Bankers Special Packet flat rate was increased in
mid-June 1977 to £6.90. Initially this was paid using
the first decimal series £1 & 50p.

The large format Machin series £1 eventually became
available at Scottish post offices.

The 50p was soon replaced by a small format
stamp of the same denomination. Old format £1
persisted at Scottish post offices until very long
after the issue of the new format.

In mid-1979 the BSP flat rate was increased to £7.80
inviting the use of the £2 denomination




Bankers Special Packets - Intervals 6.5, 6.6

The Bankers Special Packet flat rate was increased in The Bankers Special Packet flat rate was increased in
early March 1980 to £9.30. Initially this was paid late January 1981 to £10.88. Initially this was paid using
using large format £5 and £2 with two 15p definitives. a pair of large format £5 with four 22p definitives.

Langholm November 1980 Peebles December 1981

After the release of the regional issue this became the After the release of the regional issue this became the

commonly encountered franking. commonly encountered franking.



Bankers Special Packets - Intervals 6.7, 6.8

The rate for a Bankers Special Packet was increased to £12.03p on the 1st The rate was increased again to £12.39p early in April 1983. By this
time the volume of BSP mail had diminished and it was probably

February 1882, a rate almost universally met by the franking shown. X
decided to leave the rate unaltered through the ten further changes to
postal rates in the following 14 years until the replacement of
registered mail by the Special Delivery Service in early 1997.

There were, however, many different ways of making up
the £12.39 rate, partly reflecting the mental agility of the
postmaster and partly the changing nature of the stamps
on issue, including the large format parcel rate Machins..

"EDINBURGH CASTLE

Thurso June 1984 BaiIiVaﬁich, BiénbéculauSeptember »1992




Early Bankers’ Mail - Introduction

Bankers, Insurance Companies and Solicitors corresponded extensively and kept their records.

Some of these have come onto the philatelic market. Prior to the 1840’s these items are generally as entire letters or as
wrappers. Those of interest in the present context were addressed from bank to bank, contained many enclosures and were
charged at high postal rates. The letters sometimes refer to the enclosing or other despatch of quantities of banknotes.

The widespread introduction of envelopes from the mid-1840'’s led to separation of the information, with the
envelope and its stamps and markings having the greater chance of survival in the philatelic market. From as
early as 1849 until at least 1882 some banks imprinted brief details of the enclosed transaction on the inside of
the flap of the envelope. This with other marks, seals etc. is evidence of transfer of generally quite modest sums
of money (but you need to keep in mind the changes in the purchasing power of money).

Most of the material of interest is in the form of used post office registered stationery. Much of the material available was
directed to overseas banks, probably repatriating foreign currency, and is of philatelic interest because of the additional
franking. Post Office registered envelopes were in use for bank to bank cash transfers within the UK until at least the 1980’s.

At some point, probably long before the introduction of the HVP service in 1930, the banks adopted
the practice of sending larger quantities of banknotes by registered+express delivery services.



Early Bankers Mail 1799

Early Bankers’ Mail — London to Edinburgh 1799
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Letter charged 2/1 (? %0z triple letter plus 1d extra within
Scotland). The letter itself weighs about Y40z and contained
encloures of at least the £10 note (about £6,000 today)
mentioned in the letter. Received and answered 3 days after
posting,




Early Bankers Mail 1811

Early Bankers’ Mail — Banff to Edinburgh 1811
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This letter of 1811 advises the separate sending of a
parcel containing £370 in bank notes (about
£150,000 in today’s money) between the Banff and
Edinburgh branches of the Royal Bank.




Early Bankers Mail Money Ltr 1813

Early Bankers’ Mail — Money Letter Montrose to Edinburgh 1813

Fore-runner of the Registered Mail system
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The Money Letter service was introduced on October ! 1792 and terminated on January 1 1840, within the time of the
uniform 4d post. This was the first form of registration available to bankers or the general public. Packets endorsed “Money
Letter” were to be handed in to a Post Office official. They were then entered on and sent wrapped in the Letter Bill. There
was no special fee, but were charged as a letter containing a single enclosure, i.e. at double the ordinary fee. Money
Letters received special treatment in transit but there was no compensation for loss.

This wrapper comes from a Money Letter posted August 14 1813 at Montrose to Edinburgh, and addressed to Robert
Forrester Esquire, Treasurer, Bank of Scotland, Edinburgh. It was prepaid and charged as 2%20z (~ 70 gm) or 7/6d — a high
fee when a schoolteacher’s salary was only £8/year. The extra halfpenny was levied on all mail carried by four-wheeled
carriages on toll-roads in Scotland. This packet might have held up to 25 bank notes to a value greater than £25 —
equivalent to £10,000 in today’s money.




Early Bankers Mail 1815

Early Bankers’ Mail — London to Edinburgh 1815
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Letters marked 1 oz and % oz and charged 4/4%2d, 3/3%d respectively, posted 3 months apart. The
letters themselves weigh about ¥40z and contained encloures mentioned in the letter. Both letters to
George Mitchell Esq., the first referring to sending of £1000 in bills of £10 each (see back of sheet). These
were high franking rates and the bills accompanying represented large sums of money in real terms. Note
change in Edinburgh arrival marks.




Early Bankers’ Mail - Glasgow to Edinburgh 1826
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6 June 1826 Letter marked 8% oz and charged 20/5%d, an unusually high postal charge - equivalent in
real terms to £61.25 today (2007) but perhaps less unusual in the banking community in the early 19th
century. This packet was unable to take advantage of the special one-quarter rates for banker’s packets
(see McKay 1982 pp 26-29) because it contained material other than banknotes (and the special rates
may have applied only to mails leaving London). The letter itself weighs about ¥20z and contained
enclosures mentioned in the letter. A postscript refers to despatch ‘this morning’ of a packet containing
1500 20/- notes. To Andrew Bogle Esq., from John Thompson, the Glasgow agent of this bank, and
detailing transactions approximating one and a half million pounds in today’s money.
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Bankers Mail — Road and Sea Transport

Westport, Ireland - Edinburgh A /' Lerwick-Leith and Edinburgh

Paid Letter of 1826 % o oy TR Ship Letter of 1833
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Bankers Malil — Pre-stamp (just) & Bank Paid Marks

Stonehaven-Montrose paid
letter of February 1840 with
Bank of Scotland’s own Paid
mark.
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Aberdeen-Stonehaven
paid letter of March 1840
with Bank of Scotland;s
own Paid mark.
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Wrapper to Bank of
Scotland probably
franked sequentially
with 1d H-F but then a
later upgrading with
stamp I-K

4d was a commonly
encountered rate in
bankers mail at this
time. The two stamps
were applied at the
same time.

Bankers Mail — Early Frankings
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Bankers Mail — Mulreadies
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Enclosed £ 4« - S /
For favor of payment to Masterman & Co.
on account of

BATE & ROBINS,

Stourbridge Old Bank,

/ L 4 841,




Bankers Mail — Mulreadies
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Bankers Mail — Mulreadies

S g g DI \ ' p bt ; . I

4_; ////0/"/ ./é/ i V) (’f’ff ke F e o gipz/lkc‘i

OSTACE ONE PENVY. RRTRA ‘ . N ; F : i
%{4/—/4-{»1 zv//ff‘(; ef- /c?/,fi /O‘)Aé' .

: /A / 7

/ i L7 e /2{‘11-‘24- LA )

/4/ ‘{/[//C{—": e
‘ S -
7 S piolodep, Lhelel

5 Qj&a@cﬂ—&«u s

< > 2
2z.e. %,sz e A

/"f/ e G -l : |
%4 ey ,

- $
! H

Z-z. .

_,-i// @ (/&‘/, //%Mg/éoc—c 'z- n'-/, /% ;

4
» (L7



Bankers Mail Security — Mailing of Halved-Banknotes

Cover Lombard Street, London-Wisbeach 8 September 1841
~ (registration had been available for three months) advising the
sending of the other half of the notes under separate cover.
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Bankers Mail Security — Mailing of Halved-Banknotes

Cover Lombard Street, London-Wisbeach 8 September 1841
(registration had been available for three months) advising the

sending of the other half of the notes under separate cover.

The enclosed half-banknote

Detail of the stamp
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Bankers Mail — Banknote Transmission by Registered Post

Registered cover of 1847 franked by a pair of 2d blue reflecting
the weight of paper inside, with a manuscript “1n” in red ink
indicating payment in cash of the 1/- registration fee.




Bankers Mail — Banknote Transmission by Registered Post
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Letter advising the inclusion of £1000 in notes
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Detall of franking.
Paid Lombard Street
mark.




Bankers Mail — Exceptional Frankings
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March 1851 registered letter
with full fee of 6d paid in
adhesives.

June 1851 registered letter with
full fee of 1/- paid in adhesives.




Early Bankers Mail 1841

Early Bankers’ Mail — London to Wisbeach 1841
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Letter of 8/9/1841, delivered 9/9/1841, franked 1d red imperf from plate 16 or earlier This letter ;[ﬁi‘;ﬁtéﬁi )~
may have been considered important enough to have been sent by registered post but there are o St

no msrks on the letter to indicate this. The letter reads, ‘Qzﬁ/’f{_( LISt
SRS Lo o s |
‘London Sep 8 1841 Gurneys & Co Respd. Friends Having unfortunately mislaid the half of your note for £20remitted D AT S
to us by our friend Mr Boolland of Wisbeach we herein enclose the other half .....favor of your directing the payment of o

it to our account with Barclay Bevan & Co we hereby agreeing to indemnify you from all risque & loss from so doing. //.//, L // &

Waiting your reply 9% ”%Lj? e
. Aovers *’//}r/;w//m Ao

We remain respectfully, Sanderson Leys ?:” Y '




- arly Bankers Mail Reg 1849

Early Bankers’ Mail — Boston to Doncaster 1849

Registered letter of 13/6/1849 from Garfit, Claypons & Co, bankers of Boston, Lincolnshire,
to Messrs Cooke & Co, bankers, Doncaster. Received 15/6/1849. Apparently contained £40
(in notes) for payment to Masterman and Co, bankers, of London.

Letter, which weighs barely ¥ oz, was franked by 1d (SG 8) and cancelled by one strike of
the Boston ‘94’ obliterator. The 7d paid covered the 6d registration fee and the first half ounce
of weight, leaving perhaps 15 gm for contents (up to 15 modern banknotes).

Inside flap and inside part front shows source and ultimate destination of cash enclosed.

Letter was registered at Boston on 13/6/1849, the 6d registration fee being paid in cash but
not reflected in the franking other than the red ‘PAID’ mark and the manuscript ‘6’. Received
Doncaster 15/6/1849 Arrival mark from back of envelope.




Early Bankers’ Mail — Chesterfield to Macclesfield 1855
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From CROMPTON, NEWTON, & Go.

London. 2

Chesterfield,

Registered letter of 20/2/1855 from Crompton, Newton, & Co, bankers of
Chesterfield, to Messrs Brocklehurst & Co, bankers, Macclesfield. Received
22/2/1855. Apparently contained £30 (in notes) for payment to Smith, Payne &
Co, bankers, London. Letter, which weighs barely % oz, was franked by 1d (SG
17) and 6d embossed (SG 58-60) and cancelled by two strikes of the
Chesterfield ‘186’ obliterator. The 7d franking covered the 6d registration fee
and the first half ounce of weight, leaving perhaps 15 gm for contents (up to 15
modern banknotes). Letter was registered at Chesterfield on 20/2/1855,
received Macclesfield the following day, received a red ‘Paid’ mark, and filed on

22/2/1855 by Messrs. Brocklehurst & Co.

for payment to Messrs. SMITH, PAYNE, & Co.,

185




- >-1kers Mail Penny Pinks 1857

Early Bankers’ Mail — Penny Pink’s in Use 1857
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These four examples from Caernarvon, Devizes, Wellington and Farringdon illustrate the use of post office and embossed
to order postal stationery with brief explanation inside the flap, to send (probably) a few cheques rather than cash, from
bank to bank. All were used in 1857 but the practice may have extended for decades.

_ A \
rxx’/

S Weﬂmgton,/,%/ ZJ%ML %

For favour of Payment with Messrs. Hanbury & Co., /
Bankers, Lombard-Street, London,
On account of the Shropshire Banking Company.

CTheques, £ JﬁT ﬁ"” f




~--->-kers Mail Penny Pinks 1857

Early Bankers’ Mail — Penny Pink’s in Use 1857
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These four examples from Caernarvon, Devizes, Wellington and Farringdon illustrate the use of post office and embossed
to order postal stationery with brief explanation inside the flap, to send (probably) a few cheques rather than cash, from
bank to bank. All were used in 1857 but the practice may have extended for decades.
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Carly Bankers Mail Reg 1882

Early Bankers’ Mail — Uttoxeter to Ashbourn 1882

’
¥

\ : §
THE UNION BANK, LIMITED,

¥

LSS e ca sy

ASHBOURN,

‘ UNION BANK, LIMITED -

i
f UTTOXETER.

Letter of 17/8/1882 from the Union Bank, Limited of Uttoxeter to the Union Bank, Ashbourn. Received apparently the same

day because noted under the flap is “Rec £240 17/8/82” but this conflicts with the postmarks which suggest delivery on the

18th. 3d stamp (plate 12, SG 158), illegible numeral obliterator and small circular Uttoxeter datestamp, simulating a duplex.
Blue crayon ‘Registered’ and cross. Manuscript reference number ‘209’ added.

The 3d franking covered 2d registration fee and 1d postage for carriage of up to half an ounce, allowing enclosure of about
15 modern banknotes. The envelope is pre-printed with address to Ashbourn and probably hand-impressed inside the flap
with the Uttoxeter insignia, the whole suggesting a regular traffic from branches to head office. Bank seal and transit
registered postmarks of Stafford Station (blue) and Derby (red).




Early Bankers’ Mail — Glasgow to Stirling 1866 \
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Letter of 17/7/1857 from the Commercial Bank of Scotland,
Edinburgh to the Commercial Bank of Canada, Kingston,
Canada. Received 3/8/1857 The central purpose is to advise,

“Of this date we have given Mr John Fraser, manager of the
Life Association of Scotland an open Letter of Credit on you for
£1000 stg — his drafts against which be so good as forward to
us as paid - (say for one thousand pounds) - *

but the letter also mentions sundry other Letters of Credit
totalling £138/16/-, a list of which was included.

Letter, which weighs barely ¥4 oz, was franked by 2d (SG 23a
or 34) and 6d (SG 70) and cancelled by two passes of the
Edinburgh 131 roller.. The 8d franking covered the first half-
ounce for postage to Canada and there was evidently very little
extra enclosed.




Early Bankers Mail J

Early Bankers’ Mail

e | REGISTERED (ETTER

! TO AN OFFICER| OF THE POST
OFFICE AGAINS|T A RECEIPT.,

SPACE 0N Do —
' of Sender.

!

Regictration
Fes... ..ot paid

(St note on back)

! .
rs T S ; R e

1

IFET EO

PARTM

Guide, the rééfsfration fee of 3d. - . . d
covers compensation up to £5 for loss Registered post printed stationery use

or damage: of an Inland Registered in September 1947 by the Lloyds Bank
Lettér, and up to £2 for the entire Foreign Currency Department, probably
loss of a Registered Letter sent to 3 to mail foreign currency from head office

place abroad. To cover higher i to the Cambridge branch office..
amounts extra fees must be paid

as indicated in the Guide. When a
higher registration fee than 3d. is paid
on an Inland Registered Letter the .
amount should be inserted in the .
space provided on the front of this
envelope.

,‘
1

Name and Address | of Sendep

FROM..

LLOYDS BANK LIMITED.
AL e O |




Early Bankers’ Malil

Early registered sticker on plain
envelope to the National Bank Ltd at
Charring Cross, London from Margate in
1902

] - | SN 3
r; BERICTIEREDN
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Registered label from small sheet on
postal stationery envelope from Reading
in 1919




Early Bankers’ Mail
e

This_space is 2
8 |
; Teignmouth_____| M e
THE A
Registered stationery used from Brill to 4
Aylesbury in mid-1918.
Ciot

REGIST

THis LETTiER MUSY
OFFICER | OF THEL]
T0 8e ReEGIsTERED, ||

OBITAINEY ®

THE AIDDRESS
WRITTE




Bankers Mall - Intervals 3.0, 3.1

1000— ' =

LONDON, E.C. 76
. R No 2865

The Treasurer,

Reverse of this tag

7 BANK 0F SCOTLAND
LONDON
2O BERiad

Complete registered + :
express mailing from
early 1947 franked
8/9d, fora 25 Ib
packet in period 3.1




Bankers Mall - Intervals 3.0, 3.1

s  AL637

Fragment of HVP mailing from
early 1938 franked 3/9d, for a
10 Ib packet in period 3.0




Card from the District Bank
registered + express mailings in
late 1948, period 3.1

Bankers Mall - Intervals 3.1, 3.3

TThE mANAGER
WESTFMINSTER DANKLD

V| LoMBaRy Sikeet
NDoN. € -¢-3,

DISTRIC\T BANK LIMITED.

P.O. Box 5;9,

R R e o .
R T ——— TR P

p rzn‘g Gam’em,
POST OFFICE

EXPRESS | Manchester 2.

DELIVERY i

Front and back of a small HVP label of late 1953 sent from St Albans to
Lombard Street in period 3.3 franked 14/3d attached to a 20 Ib packet.

Front and back of a small R ST. ALBANS C
HVP label of late 1953 sent ‘ No 9321

from St Albans to Lombard

in peri THE MTAN
Street in period 3.3 franked
11/11d attached to a 17 Ib ) LTINS TER ﬁﬁnt& L

packet. : U LorRARD ST




Bankers Mall - Intervals 3.2

P.O. Boxi 359,
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LONDON, E.C.1

No 6008

District Bank lelt.eu,

EpiﬁRoEgEs 9 P.O. BOX 359

* DELIVERY . POST OFFICE Spmng Gardens,

District Bank Limited . EXPRESS 4

Spring Gardens, Front and back of a two small
printed labels of mid-1949 sent

Manchester 2. from London to Manchester in
period 3.2 franked 3/4d, 3/2d
attached to a c 8 Ib packet.

_DELivERY : Mancester 2.



Bankers Mall - Intervals 3.3, 3.4

16/6d franking from wrapper of
banknote packet in late 1953
attached to a 22 Ib packet..

o

1000 %52

The Treasurer,

BANK OF JSCOTLAND

Edinburgh,

SCOTLAND.




Bankers Mall - Intervals 3.3, 3.4

|

MARTINS BANK LIMITED.

,QNBLESIDI: £
| S HEE
\\)ESTNOQLF&NM o

MARTINS BANK LIMI'TED,

e Hod Place =

=

——anzste—Q 5
N R

| | wWestuekaw S

Back and front of Martins Bank HVP tags sent

from Liverpool office to Ambleside,
Westmoreland in 1956




Bankers Mall - Intervals 3.3, 3.4

14/1%d franking from wrapper of
banknote packet in early 1956.

s Drpdod -

6/7d franking from wrapper of
banknote packet in early 1956.

6/5Y2d franking from wrapper of

banknote packet in early 1956.



£1/3/3d franking from
printed linen tag from a
banknote packet in late

1963, period 4.1,
attachedtoa 21 Ib
packet and franked SG
538a.

Bankers Mall - Intervals 4.1, 4.3

P.O. Box N@;' 5;
Bank Street,
EDINBURGH.




Bankers Mall - Intervals 4.1, 4.3

POSTAGE 10/
e LS
POSTAGE 5

Londan E C 264
No 2279

i

3

a“

1 o

Clydesdale Bankj Limited
30 St. Vincent ] Place
Box No. 43

Glasgow Ci1

£1/16/-d franking on printed cards for
transmission to Clydesdale Bank, Glasgow in

early 1966 attached to a 8 |b packet.

£2/1/-d franking on printed cards for
transmission to Clydesdale Bank, Glasgow in

early 1966 attached to a 10 Ib packet.




Bankers Mall - Intervals 4.4, 4.5

All four high denomination definitives could logically be used together when the
packet rates were in the range £1/17/6 - £1/19/11d etc. In interval 4.4 the
£1/18/6d rate qualified and is here illustrated by a tag of early 1968




Bankers Mall - Intervals 4.4, 4.5

Postal rates were raised for the general public in the autumn of 1968, but the
negotiations between the banks and the Post Office failed to reach agreement
in time. The special HVP rate per Ib was eventually increased from 2/- to 4/6d.
During the autumn of 1968 all tags recovered were marked up in blue biro with
a note of the weight of the packet and in green biro with the additional charge
which was due. Presumably someone kept account of these charges.

The example below shows both sides of a 6lb packet tag which paid £1/7/0d
reflecting the rise in postal rates on 16 September 1968, but was liable to an
extra charge of 6 x 2/6d = 15/- bringing the total charge up to £2/2/0d, the
eventually agreed rate in interval 4.6. About eight examples are known from
this period.
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This distributed franking
of 1 x 3p regional, 34 x
4p, 3 x 9p, and 1 each of
20p, 50p & £1 making
£3.36p was applied at
Drumnadrochit in
interval 4.8 and ties the
HVP label.

Bankers Mail — Exceptional Frankings







Bankers Mail — Large multiples of Low Denominations
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Bankers Mail — Large multiples of Low Denominations

Large blocks of lower denominations such as
the 50p and 75p were used from Golspie,

Lairg occasionally used large
blocks of the 75p to make up the
bulk of the £12.39 flat-rate, here
with the addition of a pair of 19%2p
regional stamps.

26600000000600600000606006000¢




Bankers Mail — Exceptional Frankings

A selection of closely packed frankings of £10.88, £12.03 and £12.39
created by the postmaster at Bonar Bridge, Ross-shire.




Bankers Mail — Exceptional Frankings

A further selection of closely packed frankings of £10.88, £12.03 and £12.39 created by the postmaster at Bonar Bridge, Ross-shire.
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Bankers Mail — Exceptional Frankings

The postmaster at neighbouring Golspie, Sutherland proceded altogether differently, attaching large blocks of 50p and 75p definitives with
massive ‘overhangs’ to the labels, yet many of these survived the handling of the BSP service. Note shade variations in the 50p in particular.

VALUE £100

OTAL SHEE

-
I




Bankers Mail — Exceptional Frankings

The postmaster at neighbouring Golspie, Sutherland proceded altogether differently, attaching large blocks of 50p and 75p definitives with
massive ‘overhangs’ to the labels, yet many of these survived the handling of the BSP service. Note shade variations in the 50p in particular.




Bankers Mail — Exceptional Frankings

The postmaster at neighbouring Golspie, Sutherland proceded altogether differently, attaching large blocks of 50p and 75p definitives with
massive ‘overhangs’ to the labels, yet many of these survived the handling of the BSP service. Note shade variations in the 50p in particular.




Persistently Incorrect Frankings

Mailings from Fort Augustus followed the normal pattern until the onset of the final change to the £12.39 BSP rate. Initially the packets were
charged £13.80 between 1June 1983 and 28 August 1983, and thereafter they werecharged £12.40p. Here are three examples illustrating the
considerable care exercised in making up the £13.80 rates.

P471CcB




Bankers Mail — Exceptional Frankings

Mailings from Fort Augustus followed the normal pattern until the onset of the final change to the £12.39 BSP rate. Initially the packets were
charged £13.80 between 1June 1983 and 28 August 1983, and thereafter they werecharged £12.40p. Here are two examples illustrating the

determination in making up the £12.40 rates.

0, NNV

SND/PL3/1407/83.

Year

1978
1979
1980
1980
1980
1981
1981
1981
1982
1982
1983
1983
1983
1983
1983
1983
1983
1983
1983

1983
1983
1983
1983
1983
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1984
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985
1985

Month

© © 0 0 W00 WOW-N-NNOOOOHOWOWOWOOWVOWNNNOOODOOOOOOO U © O NN O U

[N
[

o UMM DONDN

Day

Reg
.Label #

0473

0559
0564

0582

0927
0934
0984

Franking

£6.90

£6.90

£9.30

£9.30

£9.30
£10.88
£10.88
£10.88
£12.03
£12.03
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80

£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£13.80
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40
£12.40

Make-up

2 X £5, £2, £1, 50p
2 X £5, 2 X £1, 3 X 50p,20p,10p
27 X 50P
27 X 50P
2 X £5, £2, £1, 3 X 26p, 2p
2 X £5,£2, £1, 4 X 20P

2 x £5, £2, 3 x 50p, 26p, 4p
4X£2,5X£1,4X20p
£1.30,10 X £1, 5 X 50p

27 x 50p, 28p, 2p
13 X £1, 50p, 26p, 4p
7 X £1, 13 X 50p, 26p, 4p
27 x 50p, 26p, 4p
27 x 50p, 28p, 2p

6 x £2

6 X £2, 2 x 20p
2 x £5, £2,2 x 20p
2x£5,£2,2x20p
2x£5,£2,2x20p
2 x £5, £2,2 x 20p
2 X £5, £2, 2 x 20p

6 x £2

2 x£5,£2,2x20p
2 x £5, £2,34p, 2 x 3p
2 X £5,£2,2x20p
2 X £5, £2, 2 x 20p
£5,2 x £2,3 x£1, 2 x 20p
6 X £2
6 X £2

10 x £1, 4 x 50p
6x£2

£1, 22 x 50p



Bankers Mail — Persistent Errors?

Galashiels used distinctive large cards for its labels in the era
when the BSP charge was £6.15, franking always with £6.20p.
Others are franked with the 20p recessed. These examples dated
1976 and 1977 are typical.




Bankers Mail - Persistent Errors

Killin regularly sent 5 Ib packets to head office. The changes of conditions in September 1968 and
on 1 Jan 1969 left the postmaster untroubled — the old rate of £1/3/0 was levied in 1968, 1969 &

BQNK OF Scow,mvo,

e P.O. Box No. 5
EDINBURGH, 1

EH S

6%7/\/14 OF Scor LANK

P.O. Box No. 5
EDINBURGH, 1

EHLI IMZ

1970
Ak e \,.(LT

P.O. Box No. 5
EDINBURGH, 1

l:/-// //Z.‘




Interbank’ Mail - Ireland

LETTE

! R Tipperary
C

THE MANAGER | No. J¢ 921

TIHHE NATIONAL BANK LlMlTED,

(BOX 108)

—_— :' : LEGE GREEN,
From Ireland the material obtained 34 & 35 qOL
carries no special markings and DUBLIN, 2.

dates from the late 1960’s, ranging
up to 8/1d in franking values.

‘ BOX 108)
LLEGE GREEN,
DUBLIN, 2.

R j Clonaki| Ity

= a No, 170

IRELAND LTD. |
(BOX 108}

\34 & 35 C LLEGE GREEN,
5 DUBLIN, Z.




Early Bankers Mail J

Early Bankers’ Mail within Canada

Canada operated a system of Money Bags, with extensive

use of air mail. The first is dated about 1926 for $8.32, while

a second tag is franked $2.25 from 1940 and the third tag is
franked $8.70 by a block 2 x 4 of $1, plus a 50 and 20c
stamp cancelled 1938. A representative back is shown.

FROM

THE BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA
HALIFAX - NOVA SCOTIA NoO.

PARCEL REGISTERED

> THE BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA

BM-11-40




[nland Re

Compensation for loss

of Inland Registered Letters

Early Bankers’ Mail (overseas) — Germany 1903-1923

gistrati 4&«4,
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and Packets Bﬁﬂalz'ms,
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subject to the limitations
the Post Office Guide under

Compensation.”

and conditions notified in

the head of “Registration and

PEGISTERED { LETTER,.
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Mail Dresden 1905
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Registered Postal Stationery used with
excess 4d in mail to Germany, a
commonly encountered trading partner.
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Early Bankers’ Mail (overseas) — Germany 1903-1923
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Early Bankers’ Mail (overseas) — USA

R DARVEL i b
‘ PosT )
g 933 5

|

|
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|

1905 and 1934 registered letters to Milwaulkee and a st g
Columbia, Penn. ‘ /}/’L}’ JWM/@ % | e
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R‘EGISTERED I__ETTER

THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN "’J"\N OFFICER OF THE PosT OF
TO BE REGISTERED, AND A | RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT
THE ADDRESS MUST BE|WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. !
i £

FEE Z¢PAID.




Early Bankers Mail J

Early Bankers’ Mail Paris, 1944

Postwar registered letter to Paris 1944 from the Commercial Bank of Scotland.

Name and Address of Sen’dev;'

_—

e AN SR ~ REGISTE

EDINBURGH 32 THIS LETTER MUST BE fGIVEN TO AN OFFICER OF THE
PoST OFFICE TO BE jf REGISTERED, AND A RECEIPT

OBTAI§NED FOR IT. R}
THE ADDRESS MUST § BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. &/f\"' : r%\

E
<y

‘of Sender

o e
&=

S, 4 g
Subject to the limitations g/rcdv(” g&u hMﬂ‘.

Cffice Guide, the registration fee
for loss or damage of an Inland % ; / '
the entirec loss of a Registered g W dk ’/a/ﬁM 3
cover higher amounts extra fees 42 7
Guide. When a higher registration O W M’( -
Registered Letter the amount .
provided on the front of this | %(/W

Registration

Ee. . ... d. paid

(See note on baﬁcﬁ-)




Bankers’ Mail to Middle East

1885 registered cover with surface-printed 2%2d to Constantinople and 1941 censored cover from

Barclays Bank (perfins) to Iran

REGISTERED | LETTER. i
THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO | AN OFFICER OF THE PosT OFFicE ; g N
TO BE REQISTERED AND A | RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT,




Bankers’ Mail to Middle East

1885 registered cover with surface-printed 2%2d to Constantinople and 1941 censored cover from Barclays Bank (perfins)
to Iran.
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BARCLAYS BANK LIMITED,
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| 168, FENCHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C.3.
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. Incoming from British Bank of the Middle East in Taiz, Yemen in 1976 and from Deira, United Arab Emirates in 1976.
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. Incoming from British Bank of the Middle East in Taiz, Yemen in 1976 and from Deira, United Arab Emirates in 1976.

, BY AIR MAIL

L DEI/760096

B. B. M. E. DEIRA

R oo sl e

Date [o/;/%

REGISTERED,
\Q
q\cﬂ’} )
The Manager,
The British Bank of The Middle East,
LONDON,

ENGLAND,

4ih. NATIONAL DAY, 1975
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Two registered airmail covers to the North of Scotland Bank Ltd at Bucksbank, Aberdeenshire of 1946 and 1951.
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Two airmail packets to Wellington, New Zealand franked with 2/6d, 5/- and 10/- SeaHorses and other high denomination
definitives

The MANAGER,

i THE NATIONAL BANK OF NEW ZEALAND, LIMITED,
| , - /9 O @m /477

The MANAGER,

THE NATIONAL BANK OF NEW ZEALAND LIMITED
AJ

/G Ho. /4//_
NEW ZEALAND.




Bankers’ Mail — Switzerland & USA

Registered airmail letter Glasgow-Philadelphia of late 1941 franked 2/6d brown, 1/- and 6d. Opened by censor.
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8 BRITISH LINEN BANK, R GLASGOW 174
GLASGOW.
No 9580

BY AIR MAIL
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Bankers’ Mail — Switzerland & USA

Registered airmail letter Darlington to Bankstown, Australia 1960 franked 2/6d Castle, 1/- and 6d.

BY AIR MAIL

Commercisl Banking Co. of SydneyjLtd.,

- .

North Terrace,

BANKSTOWN,

‘ Australis.

REGISTERED.




Registered postal stationery 1894 postmarked Threadneedle Street uprated 5d to St Gall, Switzerland.

E — - 71 =77
REGISTERED | LETTER. e
THis LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO | AN OFFICER OF THE PosT C|f y THE
TO BE REGISTERED, AND A | RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT. A TG E
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Bankers Mail — English Mailings after October 1973

UMBERLAND

% (at?y/( asz/
75{ 5*1 A ;'T%/p%v S L],Mczi;(/
E—O[wf’{}b 75 % i

M 2 2k

Only one branch of the Bank of Scotland, at Wooler in Northumberland, was located in England and mailed regularly to the
Edinburgh cash centre. These two examples show the replacement of the registration label type S9 of Wooler by the Head Office
label type S11 with only four digits for Morpeth, Northumberland. The first in interval 5.0 is franked 97%zp, the second in interval

5.2 is franked £1.19p




Bankers Malil — English Mailings after October 1973

Each of these packets would
have cost £6.15, £6.90 or
£7.80 under the BSP service.
Berwick on Tweed was also
ranked as an English post
office at this period as
illustrated by this tag from
early 6.1, when the BSP flat-
rate was £4.75. Note the -
H

ORPETH

evolution and grouping of the NORTHUMBERLAND
vha 10688

registration labels.




Bankers Mail — English Mailings after October 1973

These tags show the general inflation of cost
of postage during 1973-1985 and two further
developments in the registration labels during
intervals 6.6-6.8, when the BSP rate was
£10.88, £12.03 or £12.39 respectively.
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Bankers Mail — Unusual Cancellations

For a period in the early 1980’s BSP mail from Tain and to a much lesser extent Beauly was observed to have its high
denomination definitives defaced by some form of ticket-punch. All materials of this type were donated to Leslie

Wilkinson who has made a study of them published on his website.

BANK’
i

FORM No. 449
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Bankers Mail — Unusual Cancellations

For a period in the early 1980’s BSP mail from Tain and to a much lesser extent Beauly was observed to have its high
denomination definitives defaced by some form of ticket-punch. All materials of this type were donated to Leslie
Wilkinson who has made a study of them published on his website.
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Postal Headdua.rters

OPERATIONS AND OVERSEAS DEPARTMENT

POSTAL HEADQUARTERS Telephone:

ST MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND 01-432

LONDON Telex: 888746
EC1A 1HQ Giro a/c: 501 0101

Extracts of Letters O

In any reply please quote: Your reference:
1ID/DS/1358

Professor M J O'Hara

Lindenfield

%2 Arbuthnot Road

LOANHEAD

Midlothian 22 July 1971

Dear Mr O'Hara

Further to my letter of 17 June, the information you

requested on the charges for (i) letter post and (ii) HVPs

is shown on the enclosed tables.

As far as the letter rate changes are concerned, you will
notice that variations in the basic chargesare frequently

accompanied by variations in the first weight step
should perhaps mention that it is not strictly acci
bracket "printed papers" and "second class'" mail t
since, as you probably know, before the introducti
"Tyo Tier" service, eligibility for the cheaper ra
governed by the contents of the packet, rather tha
of delivery; before "Two Tier'", an ordinary seale
could not be sent at the cheaper rate.) Perhaps
also mention that the conditions of posting for pr
papers - in particular, the question of eligibilit
varied considerably over the years.

The High Value Packet service was introduced in En
and Wales on 16 June 1930. It was extended to a
extent to Scotland in 1960 and was fully operation
from 1 March 1961. There is however no HVP servi
Northern Ireland.

Scottish banks were slow to
use the HVP service. No
proven examples of use of
registered parcel post have
yet been identified (end
2005). Express delivery in
addition to registered letter
was used on all recovered
material fo Scottish banks
prior to 1960

This letter contains the sad news that
records had been destroyed (I had written
in the mid 1970’s urging that they be
preserved). It gives some useful
information about BSP.

Originally the postage for an HVP was the same as for an
ordinary registered packet. However, with the passage
of time the operational costs of the service increased
and the Banks agreed to the introduction of an "additional
charge'" from 10 January 1966.

I hope this is the information you require.

Yours sincerely

il




The Committee of Scottish Clearing Bankers

19 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2DD

Telephone 031-229 1326

2nd October, 1974.

Prof. M.J. O'Hara,
Lindenfield,
Arbuthnot Road,
LOANHEAD,
Midlothian.

EH20 91S

Dear Prof. O'Hara,

Thark you for your letter of 21st September regarding the discontinuance of,
and replacement service for, the Post Office High Value Packet Sexvice.

I am sorry that there is nothing I can add to that which you already know.

As you say, the High Value Packet Service was formally discontinued in October
1973 and no doubt the other services which you mention - registered post, etc. -
have all played their part in absorbing the traffic previously transmitted by
that Service. You will no doubt be aware, too, that the Post Office have, or
will devise = if appropriate, specialised services to suit "specialist" users -
provided, of course, that there is sufficient demand. 411 these altemative
services are available to, and utilised by, all sectors of the community -
including the Banks, who are quite satisfied with the existing range of postal
Services,

Yours sincerely,

‘_ //ﬂé}/ M’W‘{ Ml

1/ J.C. SUTHERLAID
Secretary.

of Letters O

Note the implication that
other interests may have
negotiated special mail
services with the post office
— any speculations?




i Queen's House Telex 74141 (PONIP G)
The POSt Offlce 14 Queen Street L ette rS O

BELFAST Girobank account 619 1002
BT1 6ER
Northern Ireland Postal Board Date ; September 1983
Telephone 0232
Your reference

Our reference

Note the implication that

other interests may have
Professor M J O'Hara FRSE FRS negotiated special mail
Golwy-Y-Mor services with the post office
— any speculations?

TALYBONT
Dyfed
5Y24 5EQ

Dear Professor (Q'Hara
HIGH VALUE PACKETS

You wrote to the Head Postmaster Belfast on 10 August requesting information about
the High Value Packet service. Your letter has been passed to this Headquarters
for reply.

As you will appreciate with the passage of time the information we now have on
the High Value Packet service is very fragmentary and I am not able to speak
with personal experience. I understand however that the service was extended to
include items sent from Great Britain to Northern Ireland but there was no return
posting to Great Britain nor did a service operate in respect of items posted and
delivered in Northern Ireland. The service from Great Britain was used almost
exclusively by the Bank of Ireland in Belfast but ended in 1972. Nationally the
High Value Packet service ceased on 31 October 1973.

In addition a type of Bankers Packets service operated also until about 1972
between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. This was used for the
conveyance in both directions of spoiled banknotes.

Unfortunately we do not now have records available relating to the operation of
the High Value Packet service and I am sorry that I cannot be of further assistance
to you. As the service was used by banks you may find them of help in your
research.

Yours sincerely

LW e

R M CREA
Regional Operations Manager




= Scottish West Port House
PostalBoard [\ "

EDINBURGH

POST OFFICE Headquarters exzons

Tel. 031-22852 4 =

Our Ref: OBC 1.3.1 Skip the first paragraphs
and note the foot of page
Professor M J O'Hara FRSE FRS 1 and top of page 2.
Golwy y Mor
TALYBONT
Dyfed

SY24 5EQ (2-July 1983

Dear Professor O'Hara
Thank you for your letter of 11 June concerning the HVP service in Scotland.

Perhaps I should explain that the Scottish Banks did not accept the HVP service
when it was introduced in England on 16 June 1930. We were unable to persuade
them to use the service until 1 March 1961 when it was introduced throughout
Scotland.

We have no records prior to 1930 but we know that from 1930 onwards Branches in
Scotland sent packets by registered letter post (registered parcel post if this
was cheaper) to London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Aberdeen. The Scottish banks in
London despatched to their Head Offices by the same method. Prior to the
introduction of the HVP service in Scotland there were some offices in England
who sent HVPs to Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Dundee. Unfortunately we

are unable to name them as our records are now destroyed.

Charges for the interim HVP service in Scotland were increased on 24 June 1974
and 17 March 1975 as you rightly state. A copy of the ready reckoners then
used are enclosed for your information.

Yours sincerely

This letter contains the sad news that
records had been destroyed (I had written

A q"’\?["/”' in the mid 1970’s urging that they be

A INGLIS preserved). It gives some useful
for Controller Operations information about BSP.




Soottish e
PostalBoard ;5 rar
Headquarters exsons

Tel. 031-2285 302

Professor M J O'Harn FRSE FRS - -
Colwy Y Mor Skip the first paragraphs

TALYBONT and note the foot of page

fed
gzz 5GQ, 1 and top of page 2.

L June 1983

Dear Professor O'Harn

Further to my letter of 18 May I am in a2 position now to say something about our
BSP service. I must state at the outset however I am not prepared to say very
much; I can understand your interest but I must ask that you in turn appreciate
my need for reticence.

I can however answer your specific questions. First, there are no HVP documents
or instructions still available for copying and if there were I doubt that we
would release them anyway.

In the interval between the end of HVPs and the introduction of BSPs we in effect
carried on with the 0ld system while new arrangements were worked out, This was
a service offered only to Scottish banks for use within Scotland.

The rates were based on postage and registration charges current at any particular
time and the rate changes have been broadly in line with general tariff changes,
as follows:

£4.75 Note the implication that

£6.15 g
£6.90 other interests may have

£7.80 negotiated special mail
£9.30 services with the post office

£10.88 B -
£12,0% any speculations?

£12.39.

weight was set at 35 1b and has remained unchanged throughout,
Yours sincerely
\
- Ao

A INGLIS
for Controller Operations
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Me o !
¥

Head Office
The Mound EDINBURGH

Standing Instruction No. 88.

The Managers 30th July, 1975.

Bank of Scotland

CASH REMITTANCES BY POST
ALTERNATIVE TO H.V.P. SERVICE
BANKERS SPECIAL PACKETS (BSPs)

_ The alternative to the High Value Packet service has now been arranged between the
Scottish Banks and the Post Office and will come into operation on 18th August 1975.

Attached is a list of places at which the service will be available; in some of the places
mentioned this Bank uses Bullion Vans and will not require the postal service. Branches which
currently use the H.V.P. service regularly are being advised separately of the detailed arrangements
of the new service.

Any Branch which has in the past used the H.V.P. service infrequently and find that
their place name is missing from the list will, in future, have to use ordinary Registered Post as the
Post Office are not providing the new facility where it would only be used infrequently. If any
Branch whose location is not on the list considers that the new BSP Service should be available to
them, they should communicate with the Cashier at St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh.

D.G.A.
Secretary.

Bank internal document
announcing start of BSP
service, with attached list of
relevant offices. Note
paricularly that there was
one-way traffic into or out of
certain offices; and that
service from Oban and Fort
William was only provided
during the winter months
when road-borne bullion
vans might have proved
unreliable.




LIST OF TOWNS USING BANKERS SPECIAL PACKET SERVICE

Aberdeen
Aberfeldy
Aboyne
Alford

Alloa*

Alness

Alyth
Ardrishaig T
Auchterarder*
Avoch
Ballater
Banchory t
Banff*

Beauly

Beith*
Benbecula
Blairgowrie
Blair Atholl
Bonar Bridge
Braemar t
Bridgend
Broadford
Brodick

Brora

Buckie
Callander
Campbeltown
Carnoustie
Castlebay
Castle Douglas
Coldstream*
Comrie
Coupar Angus
Crieff
Dalbeattie
Dalry, Kirkcuds.
Dingwall
Dornoch
Douglas

1 from Branches to HO only

Drumnadrochit
Dufftown
Dumfries
Dunkeld
Dunoon
Edinburgh
Edzell

Elgin*

Ellon

Forres

Fort Augustus
Fortrose

Fort William (Oct—May only)
Fraserburgh*
Gairloch
Galashiels
Gardenstown
Glasgow
Glenluce
Golspie
Grantown on Spey
Greenock™*
Hawick
Helmsdale
Huntly*
Innellan*
Insch*
Inveraray
Invergordon*
Inverness
Inverurie*
Irvine*

Kelso

Killin
Kilmarnock
Kinlochleven
Kirkcudbright
Kirkwall
Kirriemuir*

Kyle Stromness
Lairg ) Tain

Lanark Tarbert (Argyll)
Tarbert (Harris)

Langholm
Lauder Thurso

Lerwick Tighnabruaich

Lochboisdale Tobermory
Lochcarron Tomintoul t
Lochgilphead Tongue
Lockerbie Turriff
Lochinver Ullapool
Lochmaddy West Linton
Lybster* Whithorn
Macduff* Whiting Bay
Mallaig Wick
Maud

Millport

Moniaive

Muir of Ord

Munlochy

Nairn

Neilston*

Newburgh, Fife*

Newcastleton

New Pitsligo

Newton Stewart

North Berwick

Oban (Oct—May only)

Peterhead™

Pitlochry

Portree

Port William 1

Rosehearty t

Rothesay

St. Margaret’s Hope™

Sanquhar

Scarinish

Stonehaven t

Stornoway

* from HO to Branches only

Extracts of Letters 1




Soottish S
PostalBoard ¢\ per
Headquarters ex3ons

Tel. 031-2285 302

Professor M J O'Harn FRSE FRS

Colwy Y Mor

TALYBONT

Dyfed

SY24 5GQ : ' b June 1983

Dear Professor O'Harn

Further to my letter of 18 May I am in a position now to say something about our
BSP service. I must state at the outset however I am not prepared to say very
much; T can understand your interest but I must ask that you in turn appreciate
my need for reticence.

I can however answer your specific questions, TFirst, there are no HVP documents
or instructions still available for copying and if there were I doubt that we
would release them anyway.

In the interval between the end of HVPs and the introduction of BSPs we in effect
carried on with the 0ld system while new arrangements were worked out., This was
a service offered only to Scottish banks for use within Scotland.

The rates were based on postage and registration charges current at any particular
time and the rate changes have been broadly in line with general tariff changes,
as follows:

£4.75
£6.15
£6.90
£7.80
£9.30
£10.88
£12,03
£12.3%9.

weight was set at 35 1b and has remained unchanged throughout,
Yours sincerely
\
o gl

A INGLIS
for Controller Operations

xtracts of Letters 1




BANK(OH
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Bank of Scotland M Edinburgh
POBoxNo 5 12%h January 1970.

Edinburgh EH11Y2

Telephone 031-225 3431 X T 3

Telox 72275 This letter followed initial contacts. It contains
ourret S4/\ the information that metered tags or wrappers

were already scarce (?because of use of

Your rel

{“}}thelrﬁ}'%glga, Esq., security firms between London and
Lindenlie . . . .
22" Arbuthnot ﬁoad, Edlnburgh_),that there were no additional sealing
Loanhead, requirements for HVP’s; and no extra
comensation in the event of loss. The letter also
implies that there were special arrangements for

Dear MlMr. O'lara, transport and delivery.

MIDLOTHTAN,

Hany thanks for your letter of 1lst January. ®Since then I
have been trying to obtain information regarding the "IIVP"service Letter giving date of start of HVP in Scotland.
and am pleased %o report as follows:-

1. We do get a few franked tags and I am arranging for
them to be kept from now on. However, it is only our
larger Offices which use a neter so there won't be
much of a selection.

I enclose a table showing the old "HVP" rates, now
obsolete,

. . . . Letter announcing
There are no gpecial rules regarding packing and sealing; . . .
the normal regulations for registered packets apply. impending retirement of

The service is available only to the Banks in England, initial source and detailing
Scotland, Wales, Channel Islands and Isle of Man and only arrangements for the future
certain Post Offices are authorised to accept HVPs, supply of HVP and BSP

5. There are special methods of transmission and delivery, materials
but these I regret I cannot disclose.

6. There is no additional "guarantee".

I hope you will find these details helpful, and if there are
any other points we can perhaps talk about them when you call, I
have some material for you at home.

Subsequent letter from the
new source, confirming the
ongoing arrangements

Meantime, my best wishes to you for 1970.

Yours sincerely,

L

Superintendent of Branches.




58 Artoribo Fonst
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et 1370 ocuments — Extracts of Letters 2
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7 / This letter followed initial contacts. It contains

o gl oo 065 R A ot the information that metered tags or wrappers

Sfoaroen Lo he Crghas’ Feenn, were already scarce (?because of use of
security firms between London and

S e e ; 7T Edinburgh);that there were no additional sealing
Kl adiral £o o€ e bl sanat requirements for HVP’s; and no extra

poients, A att jMNMJ;, comensation in the event of loss. The letter also
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Letter announcing
impending retirement of
initial source and detailing
arrangements for the future
supply of HVP and BSP
materials

2
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Subsequent letter from the
new source, confirming the
ongoing arrangements

b



.x. BANK OF SCOTLAND i
IVAN R. S. ROBSON () PO BOX No. 12 S O ette rS
UBERIOR HOUSE ¢

JOINT GENERAL MANAGER
61 GRASSMARKET
EDINBURGH EH1 2JF
TELEPHONE 031-229 2555

5th August 1983
Michael J. O'Hara. E ' This letter followed initial contacts. It
. ra 5q . g q q
Golwggmyatior, 7 oA contains the information that metered tags
Talybont, or wrappers were already scarce
Dyfed, SY24 SEQ. - T
(?because of use of security firms
between London and Edinburgh);that
Dear Mike, there were no additional sealing
Following our telephone conversation on Wednesday reqmreme_nts_for HVPS; and no extra
night, I have sent off a parcel of stamps ’I:cdayi I had a look comensation in the event of loss. The
through some old material which I have at home (mainly the tail- i i i
end of the "Castles" to be steamed-off when I have time) but letter also implies that there were spemal
unfortunately there is nothing earlier than 1969 so I'm afraid arrangements for transport and delivery.
I can't help solve your problem. I was glad to learn that Sandy

Jackson had been able to give you some useful information for
your poestal history research.

As you know, I retire in November, but your source of o K
supply will not dry up; one of Mr. Jackscn's staff, David Letter giving date of start of HVP in Scotland.
Taylor, has kindly agreed to continue sending you our used high
value stamps - he is aware that the labels are just as lmportant
to you as the stamps themselves - for the benefit of the Bank
Clerks' Orphans' Fund. As I expect to be out of the office a
great deal from mid-September onwards, I think it would be as
well if Mr. Taylor "took over" now; his name and address are
appended.

Letter announcing

impending retirement of
P i I trust you enjoy your year in the U.S.A. from July
initial source and detallmg 1984, Hopefully we shall meet before then if you are up in
arrangements for the future Edinburgh.

supply of HVP and BSP With kindest regards,
materials
Yours sincer€ly,

- Subsequent letter from the
new source, confirming the
ongoing arrangements

Note referred to:

‘Mr, David P. Taylor,

Controller, Edinburgh Cash Centre,
Bank of Scotland,

38 St. Andrew Square,

Edinburgh, EH2 2YR.




Documents — Extracts of Letters 2

S g % B ANK or scoTII AND Cashiers Department

P.O. Box No. 10
Constituted by Act of Parliament 1695 38 St. Andrew Square

EDINBURGH EH2 2YR

Telephone: 031.557 4777

Telex: 72242
Telegrams: *“Ubifor Edinburgh*

Our Ref;

Mr. M.J. O'Hara, Your Ref:
Golwyg-y-lor, 4th January, 1984
Talybont,

DYFED,

SY24 SEQ.

Dear Mr. O'Hara,
Thank you for your letter of 27th December, 1983
enclosing cheque for £25 made out to Bank Clerks Orphans Fund.

May I take this opportunity of wishing you the compliments
of the season, albeit a little late.

Yours sincerely,

y;

Subsequent letter from the /]

new source, confirming the ‘%/
ongoing arrangements

D.P. TAYLOR

Cash Controller




- Examples of HVP ;ready

O’ Cashi DeJ reckoners’ issued to banks
$°2 BANK OF SCOTLAND —

and postmasters.
P.O. Box No.

Constituted by Act of Parliament 1695 38 St. AndreV

EDINBURGH § WEIGHT NOT REGISTRATION "ADDITIONAL

EXCEEDING CHARGE"
Telephone: 031-5] 18 e (NO CHANGE)

Telex: 72242
Telegrams: ““Ubifq

.

CHARGES FOR HIGH VALUE PACKETS AS FROM 24 JUNE 197

TOTAL
POSTAGE

£

Our Ref: 2 0.22%

Professor M. O'Hara, Your Ref: oezi
0.22

GOLURY Y MOR,
TALYBONT,
DYFED. SY24 SEQ 15th Ju

o O =

0.22%
0.22%
0.22%
0.223%
0.22%
0.45
0.45
0.67%
0.67%
0.90
0.90
1.123
1.123
1.35
1.35
1.57%
1.57%
1.80
1.80
2.02%
2.02%
2.25
2.25
2.473
2.473
2.70
2.70
2.92%
2.92%
3.15
3.15

[N
= M O

Dear Professor,

W W nn v s s

Ivan Robson passed your letter regarding B.S
see if I could help with any of your queries. I
the delay in replying but I had to delve into old
I may say, with a great deal of success. However
with your enquiries in the order you set them out|

=

I have not been able to confirm that the H.V|
was extended to Edinburgh and Glasgow in 1960.

We enclose lists of H.V.P. rates introduced
1974 and 17th March, 1975 respectively as request

It is regretted that old registered receipts
available. So far as I can ascertain it was prac|
use registered letter post or indeed registered p
in Scotland though registered letter post became
March 1961.

O WO 00NN NN Oy

S 8
o o

Sorry not to have been more helpful but you
appreciate storage space is at a premium and less
records are apt to be destroyed.

PO S |
[ \VR (VRN

Yours sincerely,

Helpful letter from the
Cashier of the Bank of /l/y sl A
Scotland. .

-
W

-
N
O ® O 0 O ® O ® O O ® O WO O O WO ®® O O W O

Y
+

A, Jackson
Cashier.




CHARGES FOR HIGH VALUE PACKETS AS FROM 24 JUNE 1974

ts — Bank of Scotland 0

WEIGHT NOT
EXCEEDING

REGISTRATION
FEE

"ADDITIONAL
CHARGE"
(NO CHANGE)

TOTAL
POSTAGE

1
1
2
2
3
3
4
N
5
5
6
6
"
7
8
8
9
9

TR SR SR G G R
FW WDV O O

P Y
= v O o o

O ® O 0 O ® O ® O 0 O O O O O WO ® O WO W O

£
0.22%
0.22%
0.223
0.22%
0.22%
0.22%
0.22%
0.22%
0.45
0.45
0.67%
0.67%
0.90
0.90
1.12%
1.12%
1.35
1.35
1.57%
1.57%
1.80
1.80
2.02%
2.02%
2.25
2.25
2.473
2.473
2.70
2.70
2.92%
2.92%
3.15
3.15

Helpful letter from the
Cashier of the Bank of
Scotland.




°2 BANK OF SCOTLAND Gasirs Deparment
% P.O. Box No. 10 - Bank O.I: Scotland O

Constituted by Act of Parliament 1695 38 St. Andrew Square
EDINBURGH EH2 2YR
Telephone: 031-557 4777

Telex: 72242
Telegrams: ““Ubifor Edinburgh”

. Our Ref:
Professor M. O'Hara, our: -
gg%lggNg,MOR 5 CHARGES FOR HIGH VALUE PACKETS AS FROM 17 MARCH 1975
DYFED. SY24 SEQ 15th July, 1983. '

"AIDITIONAL

Dear Professor,

Ivan Robson passed your letter regarding B.S.P. to me to
see if I could help with any of your queries. I apologise for
the delay in replying but I had to delve into old records not,

I may say, with a great deal of success. However I shall deal
with your enquiries in the order you set them out.

I have not been able to confirm that the H.V.P. service
was extended to Edinburgh and Glasgow in 1960.

We enclose lists of H.V.P. rates introduced on 24th June,
1974 and 17th March, 1975 respectively as requested.

It is regretted that old registered receipts are not
available. So far as I can ascertain it was practice here to
use registered letter post or indeed registered parcel post
in Scotland though registered letter post became common in
March 1961.

Sorry not to have been more helpful but you will

appreciate storage space is at a premium and less important
records are apt to be destroyed.

Yours sincerely,

A, Jackson
Cashier.

Oaoaoooaowomomomooomowoaomo;;smarmg

o




MJLeP/AMH

— Post Offices Channel
Guemr%ey ke

St Postal Headquarters I S I a n d S
Guernsey C.l.
Of [.1 g Telephone 0481 26241
L ce Telex 4191414
Our ref
Professor M. J. O'Hara, F.R.S.E., F.R.S., Your ref
Golwg y Mor,
TALYBONT,
Dyfed,
SY24 SEQ.

31st August, 1983

D Professor O'H A
e ISR SR Letter from Guernsey Post Office
I am sorry that you have been kept waiting for a reply to your enquiry yielding not much information.
about H.V. Packets, but there are only a few of us left in Guernsey who

recall these items!

None of us unfortunately can recall the actual date of cessation but we
all believe it to be early in 1969 prior to the "take-over" by the States
of Guernsey. This would apply to items both from and to the island.

As none of us were in the old G.P.O. before 1938, and we have no records
to help us, we can only assume that the commencement date would have been
identical to that of all other offices within the administration of the
Postmaster General. Certainly it must have coincided with other offices
in the S.W. Region.

We do not know of any continuation service such as you mention, and certainly
no such service operated from this administration. Indeed, remembering now
all the rules and regulations of that service, I have a shrewd suspicion that
we greeted the news of its demise with some pleasure!

My apologies for a general lack of information such as you are seeking but
I doubt whether any of us ever thought that anyone would be interested. As
a lover of history myself I can only bow my head in shame.

Yours sincerely,

1

M. J. LE PAGE
Controller of Posts




Documents — Post Offices Channel

Ref: PAE/JLeC/1030 :
: (0534) 26262
 Telex 4192307

Letter from Jersey Post Office
indicating that HVP ceased on the ~
same day as in the rest of 16th August, 1983
England and Wales..

Dear Professor O'Hara,
Thank you for your letter of 10th August.

I regret we have no record of the date of introduction of the
High Value Packet service to and from the Channel Islands but believe
it may have been some time in 1931. The British Post Office may be
able to supply confirmation.

The service ceased with effect from 1st November 1973 and a
comparable replacement service was not introduced

Professor M.J. O'Hara,
Golwg y Mar,

TALYBONT,

Dytﬁd,

SY24 5EQ




SPECIAL TOPICS FT WILLIAM, KYLE, PORTREE

CHANGES IN POST OFFICE STATUS DOCUMENTED: FORT
WILLIAM, KYLE & PORTREE 1972-1986

From Western Scotland, five post offices in the Outer Isles, with head post
office Stornoway; two post offices in Ross-shire, with head post office
Inverness (off map) and six post offices in Ross-shire, Inverness-shire and
the Isle of Skye, with head offices variably Fort William, Kyle and Portree,
sent HVP or BSP mailings to Bank of Scotland, Edinburgh.

LEWIS

Stornoway ﬂ
®

HARRIS Between 1972 and 1986 there was a change from the older type of perforated
coil registration labels (S6, S9) which were printed for individual post offices,
first to the Scottish Experimental labels (S10) which were printed for head
post offices only, then to the National Head Office labels in perforated coll

(S11) and peelable (S12) formats (see McKay 1982)

Harris (Tarbert)

N.UIST Lochmaddy

BEN BECULAQBaHWamCh

Creagory

Sl Use of head office labels allows changes in head office status to be tracked.

Stornoway and Inverness remained head offices for their respective groups of
sub-offices throughout the period.

BARRA O G

RHUM

Sub-offices of Stornoway (red),
Fort William (green) and two of
Inverness (blue) sending HVP and
BSP mail to BoS Edinburgh 1971-1986

Fort William was head office for Fort Augustus and Mallaig at the first
introduction of head office labels (S10) in 1972 but Kyle was a head office in
its own right, Broadford and Portree two of its sub-offices at this stage. By
mid-1974, however, both Kyle and Portree appear to have become sub-offices
of Fort William, an arrangement which persisted through a stage in 1975

when older style (S6) office labels were reissued.



LEWIS

Stornoway 7
L]

HARRIS

Harris (Tarbert)

N.UIST Lochmaddy

BENBECULAQBaHWamCh
Creagory

S.UIST SKYE

BARRA O
RHUM

Sub-offices of Stornoway (red),
Fort William (green) and two of
Inverness (blue) sending HVP and
BSP mail to BoS Edinburgh 1971-1986

Kyle of Lochalsh

Z‘ Fort William

SPECIAL TOPICS FT WILLIAM, KYLE, PORTREE

At the first introduction of National Head Office labels (S11) in late 1976,
both Kyle and Portree had assumed head office status which they
retained until assimilated under Fort William from mid-1980. A coil of
‘Portree REM’ (S6) labels (see McKay 1982) was used from Portree
during 1984, probably in response to a temporary shortage of supply of
head office labels

Fort William Kyle of Lochalsh Portree Dates
Inverness-shire Ross-shire _ Isle of Skye o HVP or BSP
Fot Wiliam 55 | Rlyos Kyle S5 Rlieoo | [Portree S8 IRl e
Fort William S10 Kyle S10 *z —_
Fort William S10 e
Fort William S6 IKer S6 Portree 56 lete 1975
Fort William $10 e
Fart William S11 |Ky|e S11 Portree S11 mid 1930
i

Fort William S11

FORT WaLLIAM

010066

FORT WRLIAM

011312

R

Fortree S6 REM

mid-1984

early 1985 onwards

Fort William 512

./‘ -
q 007649 |




This reading of the information, often from damaged fragments, may be complicated by several factors. Material posted
from Fort William itself ceased about 1975, presumably because traffic was transferred to security van.

Material from Kyle ceased in 1977, but postings from neighbouring Broadford commenced about the same time.
Possibilities which need to be considered are that:-

(a) the bank(s) held one or more dedicated coils of labels issued at different times,

(b) the Portree post office in particular had more than one coil of registration labels in use at any one time with the type
of label not synchronised and

(c) some of the postmark dates were incorrectly set up or wrongly interpreted, and

(d) that 1971-1986 saw several changes in the administrative structure of the Post Office in the Western Highlands and
Skye.

The rate of usage of labels, and the consistency of type between changes, argue against (a) or (b) being major factors.
Consistency of dates, postal service and rates argue against (c).

Possibility (d) might be pursued further through Post Office records.

Tabulation of dates of posting, registration label types, offices and numbers on material (much damaged) recovered from
Kyle of Lochalsh and Portree. Material from Broadford is often faintly postmarked and hence difficult to identify. A listing
of fragments is provided overpage.




MATERIAL IDENTIFIED FROM FORT WILLIAM-KYLE-PORTREE

Office Location PORTREE KYLE of LOCHALSH E7-1
B |E @
E E = > S Date Reg.Label, Bank Mark Office Number Cancel Reg.Label, Bank Mark Office MNumber Cancel
1= W =
6 o 1.1.1969 D ]
o 8 3.7.1970 (E-71} S6a KYLE 4345 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
irel 981970 N~ S6a KYLE 4943 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
r..‘_g Decimalisation of the currency
= 15.2.1971 —
= 431971 xyLe S6a KYLE 1683 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
o Z;z'/ =2 761971 PR S6a PORTREE 4303 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE R No1589
D2 = | 481971 Hl No 4930 ] ¢ S6a PORTREE 4820 cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
= X | 178197 S6a PORTREE 4930 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
1= = | ss19r S6b PORTREE 0092 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
3 6.3.1972
= 27.7.1972 5 S6h KYLE 3370 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
2 8.8.1972 PORTREE S6h KYLE 3622 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
4 & 26101972 R No3152 }; S6h PORTREE 3081 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
S 8111972 e S6h PORTREE 3152 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
o ! - _Start of Scoftish tripartite registration label experiment 13/11/1972"
8 22111972 S10 KYLE 00,4004 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
£2968% 914973 | _ - S10KYLE 00,0140
721973 m S10KYLE 00,4246 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
2931973 - S10KYLE 00,4296 cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
1841973 S10 KYLE 00,4327 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
! Ongmaﬂy scheduled end of Scottish registration Tabel expenment 13/5/1973
17.7.1973 S10KYLE 02,0183 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
1581973 . S10KYLE 02,1330 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
= TRl )
£313%| g i
:I>: End of HVP except in Scotland
1.11.1973
3 103‘/} 26.4.1974 S10 FORT WILLIAM 02,8508 ovst REG PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
: 461974 - S10 FORT WILLIAM 01,4657 dhlc PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
1361974 S10 FORT WILLIAM 01,4746 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
2461874
2471974 S10 FORT WILLIAM 02,7886 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
Ti—— Mackay (1982, p.136) Scottish experimental labels scrapped July 1974 — T
2781974 510 FORT WILLIAM 02,6809 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
1 ?.2.1974 S10 FORT WILLIAM 26,990 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
HEE 7101974 SI0FORTWILLIAM 35038 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
314975 S6h PORTREE 3193 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
6.21975 S10 FORT WILLIAM 00,0355 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
5 16.31975 S10 FORT WILLIAM 00,0920 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
17.3.1975
c 2051975 r S——— SBb KYLE 2014 too faint
% 461975 S6h PORTREE 3524 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE R "‘"-' o b
et 1261975 S6h PORTREE 3585 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE No 2?3’1?4 1
3 1861975 S6h PORTREE 3609 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE & "
5 = 2561975 S6h PORTREE 3660 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
e i) 271975 S6a KYLE 4155 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
: Z 271975 S6h PORTREE 3718 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
-_g 971975 S6h PORTREE 3769 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE —
e} 16.7.1975 S6h PORTREE 3822 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE S
© £.81975 S6h PORTREE 3966 cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE R S6a KYLE 4596 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
= 1081975 > Nﬁsiﬁ_’ S6h KYLE 2497 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
© 12.81975 S6h PORTREE 4000 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
g End of HVP in UK, start of BSP




MATERIAL IDENTIFIED FROM FORT WILLIAM-KYLE-PORTREE

© 12.81975 S6h PORTREE 4000 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
£ End of HVP in UK, start of BSP
‘C | 1881875
0 % 2081975 S10 FORT VWMLLISM 00,1295 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
o = 194975 S10FORT YWILLIAM 00,1363 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
R @ 16.9.1975 S10FORT WWILLIAM 00,1421 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
% 17.91975 S10 FORT VWILLISM 00,1466 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
=)
c Metrication of weight system
W I5ga1975
1101975 |Fg = = SI10FORTWILLIAM 00,1056 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
8101975 T SIOFORTWILLIAM 00,1085 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
201041975 = S10FORTWILLIAM 00,1157 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
1 10421975 S10 FORTWILLIAM 00,1000 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
14.1.1976 S6h PORTREE 4125 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
A 421976 ———— S6h PORTREE 4223 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
14.31976 R ORTARE S6h PORTREE 4384 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
2241976 S6h PORTREE 4553 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
2841976 No4559 S10FORTWILLIAM 03,3764  ovst REG. KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
50571976 | [ SSAmES Syt S6h PORTREE 4591 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
2151976 S6h PORTREE 4723 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
7.6.1976
561976 S6h KYLE 2120 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
1061976 S6h PORTREE 4792 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
3061976 S6b KYLE 2248 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
8.7.1976 S6k PORTREE 4937 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
581976 S11a PORTREE 000090  ovst REG. PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE | |
12.81976 R L S6hb KYLE 2511 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
2 18.8.1976 S11a PORTREE 000166 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE No 251
£615 2581976 S11a PORTREE 000213 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE T
191976 S11a PORTREE 000257 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
291976 S11a PORTREE 000260 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
791976 S11a PORTREE 000281 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE rns
4111976 S11a PORTREE 000557 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE R 003337
214977 - S11a KYLE 003337 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
214977 [ o S11a KYLE 003895 cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE
961977 S11a PORTREE 001441 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE RILE
1361977 R 003895
3 1461977 S11a PORTREE 001508 EEE
791977 . S11a PORTREE 002018 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE = =
set 2281977 | ! POBTHER S11a PORTREE 002081 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
451978 R 00 2 QB ] S11a PORTREE 002838
4 20.8.1979
£7.80
4.3.1980
5 1551980 | [ 1 S11b FORT WILLIAM 14741 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
£9.30 18.6.1980 S11b FORT WILLIAM " 014881 cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
20421980 S11b FORTWILLIAM 7 014572 pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE

26.1.1981

Rlo14s81




£12.03

8A
£12.39

8B
£12.39

8C

Large format Photo Machin

1.2.1982
1761982
2261982
1081982
11.8.1982
18.8.1982
£§.9.1982
2111882
10121982
1811983
10.31983
551983
1751983
5.4.1983
551983
1151983
2651983
1461983
2161983
3061983
5.7.1983
6.7.1983
?.7.1983
19.71983
2771983
28.71983
11.91983
1781983
3081983
2111983
27 61984
17.7.1984
28.7 1984
7.5.1984
5.5.1984
9.5.1984
15819584
2351984
3.9.1984
6.9.1984
13.9.1984
2091984
11.41985
361985
17.27.1985
14985
20.10.1986

MATERIAL IDENTIFIED FROM FORT WILLIAM-KYLE-PORTREE

Rls10066

RIwh

Fort William (3)

007649

S11b FORT WILLIAM
S11b FORT WWILLIAM
S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11c FORT WWLLIAM
S11c FORT WWILLIAM
S11c FORT WWILLIAM
S11b FORT WWILLIAM
S11b FORT WYWILLIAM
S11c FORT WWILLIAM

S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11c FORT WILLIAM
S11b FORT WILLIAM

S11c FORT WWILLIAM
S11c FORT WWILLIAM
S11c FORT WYWILLIAM
S11c FORT WYWILLIAM
S11c FORT WYWILLIAM
S11c FORT WYWILLIAM
S11b FORT WYWILLIAM
S11c FORT WYWILLIAM
S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11c FORT WWiLLIAM
S11b FORT YWILLIAM
S6b PORTREE REM
S6b PORTREE REM
S6h PORTREE REM
S6h PORTREE REM
S6h PORTREE REM
S6h PORTREE REM
S6h PORTREE REM

S6b PORTREE REM
S6b PORTREE REM

S11d FORT WWILLIAM (2)
S11d FORT YWILLIAM (2)
i S11d FORT WILLIAM (2)

S11b FORT WYWILLIAM
S11b FORT WYWILLIAM

¥ 042492
¥ 050914
¥ 042463
¥ 050231
¥ 050261
¥ 050371
¥ 058068
” 041903
¥ 058347
7 042190
¥ 042350
7011213

T 014741
¥ 050559
7 011081

7 050914
¥ 050953
??
¥ 050895
¥ 050751
¥ 057353
¥ 011093
7 011081
¥ 014351
7011312
¥ 050953
” 010066
¥ 050935
1004
1040
1104
1110
1116
1147
1184

1282
1284
” 002520
” 003264
¥ 004660
7011213
Y 011351

pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE

cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
prcl PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE

cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE

cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
cd PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE
pkt PORTREE ISLE OF SKYE

S11c FORT WYWiILLIAM

7 057299

cd KYLE ROSS-SHIRE



The three tags illustrate the use of individual office perforated coil labels at each of these offices in the two years prior to the
Scottish Registration Experiment in late 1972. This practice had been followed for the previous 30 years at least.

FORT 1
TH1 wilLiam 3 i

£1jNo0047

/

For % { §
or ne
! he Bankiof Seetland

‘ J
P.O. Box No. 5

EDI

Complete 23/7/1969 tag to BoS
Edinburgh, HVP label, registration label
S9 ‘FORT WILLIAM 3’ #0047. Franking
£1/9/0d for a 4 |b packet. Cancelled one
strike of the rubber parcel cancel ‘Fort
William — Inverness-shire’

Complete 24/2/1970 tag to BoS
Edinburgh, HVP label, registration label
S6 ‘Kyle’ #3905. Franking £1/9/0d for a 4
Ib packet. Cancelled five strikes of the
circular counter datestamp ‘Kyle Ross-
shire’.

Two fragments showing tied S6
‘Portree’ registration labels used
6/7/1971 and 8/11/1971

When head office registration labels were introduced for the first time in late 1972, Kyle of Lochalsh was head office for Portree
and ‘Kyle’ labels were used at both (and presumably at other sub-offices at Broadford etc). Two examples were posted from
Kyle, six posted from Portree. By mid-1974 ‘Fort William’ head office labels were in use from both Kyle and Portree.

Left: 15/8/1973 Parcel tag to BoS
Edinburgh, HVP label, Scottish
experimental registration label (S10)
Kyle #02,1330. Franked pair £1 (SG
831b), 50p (SG 831) and pair 3%2p (SG
X858) making up the £2.57 rate for a 6
Ib packet. Cancelled two light strikes of
the circular steel counter datestamp

‘Kyle Ross-shire’.

Left: 11/1/1973. Fragment of paper
wrapper, registration label S10 Kyle
#00,1286. Franked strip of three 50p
(SG 831) and cancelled three strikes of
the circular packet cancel ‘Kyle Ross-
shire’.

Right. 29/3/1973 Parcel tag to
BoS Edinburgh, HVP label,
Scottish experimental
registration label (S10) Kyle
#00,4296. Franked £1 (SG
790*, U41), strip 3x10p and a
1p Machin both two phosphor
bands (SG X885, SG X844)
and regional 7%2p two
phosphor bands (SG S25)
making up the £1.38Yz rate for
a 3 Ib packet. Cancelled five
strikes of the circular steel
counter datestamp ‘Portree
Isle of Skye’




Fort William Kyle of Lochalsh Portree Dates
Inverness-shire Ross-shie Isle of Skye ‘ HVP or BSP
For Willam 36 |Rl\e Kyle 5B Rlioseso | [Potee S8 _L__J Ul e 1872

Fort Willam 310 B k510 [l [Rlczffo | | 1974

—

Fart William 510 Rl | e

Fort William 56 Kyle 56 Puttree 56 lte 1975

Fort William 510 S

Fart Wiliam 511 Kyle S11 RTn:;,_ Portree 511

micl 1960

Fort William 511

Portree 56 REM

[

micl-1984

eatly 1985 onwards

Coatnlilliew 04N

FORT WiLL
l 00326

The black spots mark the label allocation at this stage.




FT WILLIAM EXPERIMENTAL HEAD OFFICE S10 LABELS USED KYLE & PORTREE MID-1974 TO EARLY 1975

7/8/1974 Tag below on left, no address, no HVP label, and Scottish experimental registration label ‘Fort William’ #002,6809 Franked redrawn £1 (SG 831b), strip
of 3 x 50p (SG 831), 20p (SG 830) 10p Machin and 2%p Machin (SG X 885, SG X845) postmarked Kyle Ross-shire; scan of reverse. £2.82%2p franking is HVP

rate for a 6 Ib packet in interval 5.1, item recovered from mail to BoS Edinburgh

Fort Wilham

I invemess-shire

R0sS
| Fon Wiliam S5 Kyle S5

Fot Wiliam S10

I

Fort William S10

Fort William 56 [Ky\e %

Fort William $10

Fort Wiliam S12

Fort Wiliam S10

For Willim S5 Jee e

Fort Willam S10

JFon wiiam 511 IKy\t sit

[Portree S11

Font Willam S11

e 0

Ipumez 6 REM

Fort Willam 512

Below: [51Sak] 6/2/1975 Tag to BoS Edinburgh
with HVP label and Scottish experimental
registration label ‘Fort William’ #00,0355. Franked
redrawn £1 (SG 831b, torn), 50p (SG 831), strip of
3 x 10p Machin and ¥p Machin (SG X 885, SG

Fort William 511 I}(y!esﬂ 03737 | [Portree $11 e X i 5
o B X841), and pair of regional 3%2p (SG S17) being
= used up long after issue of the central band SG

S18, and making up the £1.87%2p rate for a 3%Ib
packet. Cancelled three strikes of the circular
rubber packet obliterator ‘Portree Isle of Skye’.

L@_g 00,0355 i’
o (8}

Above:12/6/1975 tag to BoS Edinburgh with HVP KYLE & PORTREE S6 LABELS USED APPROPRIATELY MID 1975
label and registration label (S6b) ‘Portree’ #3585.
Franked block of 4 x redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 6p

Machin two phosphor bands (SG X870) and 5%p

2/6/1975 tag to BoS
Edinburgh with HVP
label and registration

Scottish regional central phosphor band (SG
S22) making up the £4.11%p rate fora 9 Ib
packet. Cancelled six strikes of the circular

rubber packet obliterator ‘Portree Isle of Skye’.

<yle of Lochalsh

ot WiliamS6 (Rl

Kyle 55

Fort William S10

6/8/1975 Tag to BoS Edinburgh, without
HVP label but with registration label (S6)
‘Kyle’ #4596. Franked pair redrawn £1 (SG

label (S6b) ‘Portree’
#3585. Franked 4 x
redrawn £1 (SG
831b), 6p Machin
two phosphor bands
(SG X870) and 5Y%2p
Scottish regional
central phosphor
band (SG S22)

Fort William S10 -
Fort Willam S5 yle 56 Portres S5 1 i makmg up the
[ Wls | Sﬁlb),h50r;)(8(§ 8(3élc); ):212281) Lop a/'lachm two £4.11%p rate for a 9
o R = pnhospnor bands maxing up Ib packet. Cancelled e
= |” Bz 0,“ Blail] e six strikes of the

£2.51% in a part franking HVP rate for a
greater than 5 Ib packet. Cancelled five

circular rubber

et 1560

ort William L mi 1984 1 ¢ paCket obliterator Fort Willam S11 ks = 1980
Fort Witam 11 strikes of tf'le counter datestamp ‘Kyle ‘Portree Isle of B L
= ULHE e Ross-shire’. Skye’. o vitan 512 R

Fort Willam S12 IFi H




KYLE S6 LABELS USED MID 1975- MID 1976

D B

[ 4
BAme o gaotmnd

A SR AT s z
b= I I |
19/8/1975 Tag to BoS Edinburgh,
manuscript ‘BSP’ with registration label
(S6) ‘Kyle’ #4674. Franked strip of four
redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 50p (SG 831),
20p (SG 830) and 5p Machin two
phosphor bands (SG X866) making up
the £4.75 first BSP rate in interval 6.0 on
the second day of operation of the BSP
service. Cancelled five strikes of the
counter datestamp ‘Kyle Ross-shire’

;-

14/1/1976 Double tag to BoS Edinburgh,
with manuscript ‘BSP’ and registration
label (S6b) ‘Portree’ #4125. Franked two
pairs redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 50p (SG

831), 20p (SG 830 torn), and 5p Machin
two phosphor bands (SG X866) making
up the £4.75 first BSP flat rate.
Cancelled six strikes of the circular
rubber packet obliterator ‘Portree Isle of
Skye’.

RNk OF (SCOoTLAND
CRSH (INTIE
22 ST WHDREWS O

EDINZGURS H

30/6/1976 Double tag to BoS
Edinburgh, manuscript ‘BSP’ with
registration label (S6) ‘Kyle’ #2248.
Franked two strips of three redrawn £1
(SG 831b), and pair 7%2p Machin two
phosphor bands (SG X877) making up
the £6.15 second BSP rate in interval
6.2. Cancelled seven strikes of the
counter datestamp ‘Kyle Ross-shire’

late 1975-early 1976

RANVK - Of~ SCOTLAND
2 R
st CEN KE,
AVD RE L 5@ VAR

EDINVBURGH

PORTREE

No4125

PORTREE S6 LABELS USED EARLY 1976

Type S6 registration labels were apparently also used in

The date in the cancellation
could be read as '14 JAN 75’
rather than ’14 JAN 76’ but this
would be inconsistent with the
claim to BSP service, which did
not exist on 14 Jan 1975, or the
franking of £4.75, typical of the
BSP rate in intervals 6.0 and
6.1, but not a possible HVP rate
on 14 Jan 1975 (but £4.85 and
£4.95 were rates for !0 Ib 8 oz
and 11 Ib packets respectively).
A further possibility is that the
date plug had been made up
incorrectly, or simply not
changed at the New Year. If so,
it was corrected before the rest
of this coil of labels were used.




FORT WILLIAM EXPERIMENTAL S10 LABELS USED KYLE & PORTREE APRIL 1976 & OCTOBER 1975

Late 1975 to mid-1976 saw both Kyle and Portree using Fort William experimental labels again, both offices presumably being
reassigned as sub-offices of Fort William. The rates of usage at Portree were ~40 registered mailings/week, consistent with total
mailings from a town post office rather than the use of a dedicated coil by one bank branch. Insufficient material was recovered
from Kyle to constrain the rate of usage at this time but ~40/week was demonstrable from Kyle soon afterwards.

Fort William
Inverness-shire

K

{yle of Lochalsh
Ross-shire

sh

Fort William S6

Rl | [kstess

[Rleiiss] [poreese

Fort William S10

KyleS10  [Rlsaifss ] |

Fort William S10

(Rl )

Fort William S6

IKer S5

[ Portree S5

Fort William S10

28/4/1976 Tag to BoS Edinburgh, with
manuscript ‘BSP’ and registration label
(S10) ‘Fort William’ #03.3764. Franked
two pairs redrawn £1 (SG 831b)50p
(SG 831), 20p (SG 830 torn), and 5p
Machin, two phosphor bands (SG
X866) making up the £4.75 first BSP
flat rate. Cancelled three strikes of the

oval steel ‘Registered Kyle Ross-shire’.

[Fort William S11

IKyle st

103337 ] [Portres S11

Fort William S11

it )
IPamea S5 REM lRL_]

Fort William $12

Ho)

KYLE HEAD OFFICE LABELS
S11 USED KYLE JANUARY 1977

?11/1/77 double cash-bag tag to BoS Edinburgh
with manuscript ‘BSP’ and national head office
registration label (S11a) ‘Kyle’ #003337. Franked
six redrawn £1 (SG 831b), and pair 7%p Machin
two phosphor bands (SG X877), making up the
£6.15 flat rate for a BSP. Cancelled four strikes

1/10/1975 Tag, no address and registration
label (S10) ‘Fort William’ #00,1056.
Franked two pairs redrawn £1 (SG 831b),
50p (SG 831), 20p (SG 830 torn), and pair
2%p Machin, One central phosphor band
(SG X851) making up the £4.75 first BSP
flat rate. Cancelled five strikes of the
circular rubber packet obliterator ‘Portree
Isle of Skye’.

of the circular datestamp ‘Kyle Ross-shire’

Fort William
Inverness-shire

Kyle of Lochalsh
Ross-shire

Portree
Isle of Skye

—_—

Kyle S5

| [Potreess

Fort William $10

Kyle S10

Rl

Fort William S10

Fort William S6

IKyre 5

Fort William $10

Fort William S11

|KyleS|1 . RIIHI‘KTK‘Z(T e

Fort William S11

Fort William $12




PORTREE HEAD OFFICE S11 LABELS USED PORTREE SEPTEMBER 1977

This was the only head office label (S10, S11 or S12) known to have been issued in the name of Portree. Examples are

known from August 1976 to May 1978.

Fort Willia Kyle of Lochalsh Portree Dat
Inverness-shire Ross-shire Isle of Skye HVP or BSP
Forwiiamss (Rl Kyle S5 Rl se. | [Potreese 3 | .. PORTREE
Fort William S10 Kyle S10 Rl oz{¥:0 ] = -iﬁiﬁi\
Fort William $10 & e
mdwrs, |
Fort William S6 IKv!t =] | Portres S6 ].&-v i
Fort William S10 nd 1978
Fon wiiam S11 yle s11 Rlussy;| [Porres 11 yae
[ \ W RLool|
Rlws]  [REEH
ponos sorem (R ]
Fort William 511 > i 1954
-
Fort Willam S12 [ﬂ e

22/9/77 tag to BoS Edinburgh with manuscript
‘BSP’ and national head office registration label

(S11a) ‘Portree’ #002081. Franked £5 (SG

1028), redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 50p (SG 831) and
pair 20p Machin two phosphor bands (SG
X915), making up the £6.90 flat rate for a BSP.

Cancelled two strikes of the circular rubber

packet obliterator ‘Portree Isle of Skye).

FORT WILLIAM HEAD OFFICE S11 LABELS USED PORTREE 1982-1983

Rl §

e \ \(’\ G

~
& e

8/9/1982 part tag to BoS Edinburgh, no
BSP indication, bright blue national
head office registration label (S11c)
‘Fort William’ #050371. Franked pair £5
(SG 1028), £2 (SG 1027) and 3p
Machin (SG X857) making up the
£12.03 flat rate for a BSP. Cancelled
two strikes of the circular rubber packet
obliterator ‘Portree Isle of Skye’. Back
has address only.

Fort William Kyle of Lochalsh Portree Dates
Inverness-shire Ross-shire Isle of Skye HVP or BSP
[T
Fort William S5 Kyle 56 Portree S5 IR e
- ‘ Unti lete 1972
Fort William $10 Kyle $10 Rlozi%s0 | I
Fort William S10 ' [R5 E
Fort William S5 |Ky|5 56 1 Portree S6 o
Fort William S10 1976
Fort William S11 Kyle 511 Portree S11
mid 1980
Fort William S11 = mic-1984
2. early 1985 onwards
Fort William S12 ST

26/8/1983 Tag to BoS Edinburgh with national
coil head office registration label S11b ‘Fort
William’ # 011081. Franked 2 x £5 (SG 1028),
pair £1 (SG 1026), 31p Machin (SG X981)
and pair 4p Machin (SG X997) making up the
£12.39 BSP flat rate. Cancelled two poor
strikes of the Portree parcel obliterator.




PORTREE REM S6 LABELS USED PORTREE MID 1984

Mackay (1982 p.360) comments that labels with an office name followed by ‘REM’ were used on official remittances from
head office to sub-offices. In this case they may have been used during a two month period when supply of Fort William

labels had failed.

LI

441 1N

PORTREE st

No

//
3

bt : 8/8/1984 tag to BoS Edinburgh, no
j BSP indication, registration label

909 = #1110. Franked pair £5 (SG 1028),

= | £2 (SG 1027), pair 17p Machin (SG
| X952) and 5p Machin (SG X10037?)
| most damaged, making up the
£12.39 flat rate for a BSP. Cancelle
three strikes of the steel counter
datestamp ‘Portree Isle of Skye’.
Back has address only.

|2 $F '\ (S6b) ‘Portree Rem’ (REM defaced)

Fort William
Inverness-shire

Kyle of Lochalsh
Ross-shire

Portree
Isle of Skye

Dates
HVP or BSP

Kyle S6

[Fort William SB

Portree 86

Unti ate 1972

Fort William S10

Kyle 10

mici-1974.

Fort William S10

mic-1975.

Fort William S6 |Ky\e SB

| Portree 86

late 1975

Fort William $10

end 1976

Fort William S11 |Ky\e st Rluois:]

Portree 511

mi 1980

d

Fort William S11

|Fumee 56 REM . \;7'-;@"-

mid-1984

early 1985 onwar ds

Fort William $12

FORT WILLIAM HEAD OFFICE S11 LABELS USED PORTREE 1984-1985

3/6/1985 double double stapled yellow tags
to BoS Edinburgh, no BSP indication,
national head office registration label
(S11d) ‘Fort William(2)' #004660. Franked
pair £5 (SG 1028), £2 (SG 1027), 26p
Machin on phosphorized paper (SG X971),
and Scottish regional 13p perf 14 type I
(SG S39Ea) one misplaced side (near
centre) phosphor band, making up the
£12.39 flat rate for a BSP. Cancelled three
strikes of the steel counter datestamp
‘Portree Isle of

3

|

RANE OF XOTLAND. )
A “‘- B
CHSY CENTIE %—@4"5
.
AAD L NGO
55 07 o “g\\@g&;,

WD PNBULIH.

IR

“HBINE N g

By NIV LS 8SE

e - - 2o
| R FORT \g;u.lAM ! Jicw
i ¢z
| e 004660 ES

'R

14/9/1985 double double stapled pink tags to BoS Edinburgh, manuscript ‘BSP’ on both,
national head office coil registration label (S11b) ‘Fort William’ #011351. Franked two 2 x 4

blocks of eight each 75p Machin Litho ordinary paper perf 15 x 14 (SG X1023a, one block
damaged), 23p Machin Photo on phosphorised paper perf 15 x 14 (SG X965), and Scottish
regional 16p type Il Photo?? on phosphorised paper perf 14 (cf SG S42), making up the £12.39
flat rate for a BSP. Cancelled five strikes circular rubber packet cancel ‘Portree Isle of Skye’.

FFLNTO  HSHO

qUEILeR A4S ANYE




FORT WILLIAM HEAD OFFICE S12 LABELS INTRODUCED BROADFORD, MALLAIG 1986

A new type of Fort William head office registration label appeared at the start of 1976 at Broadford, Fort Augustus and Mallaig. It
would doubtless have been introduced soon after at Kyle and Portree but no examples have been recovered. This new type had

appeared earlier in 1975 from Inverness and Stornoway.

|

il

|
£

: . 7/1/1986 fragment of cash tag to .

R e || BoS Edinburgh, no BSP 4 gé g) gj
007649 ‘ Co ) ..
indication, self-adhesive S
% imperforate head office -{)— ‘
registration label (S12) ‘Fort e s —%
' w William (3)’ #007649. Franked }- e
§ d - ; £5 (SG 1028), £2 (SG 1027) i‘ g I
3 f‘i" S o " and pair 50p Machin (SG X992), S I3 5 »
& @ z ‘§’ part £12.39 flat rate. Cancelled el ‘;.:

” ; b @ two strikes of the steel counter s
4 5] datestamp ‘Broadford Isle of ot

aq O ) {

Skye’.

\ 23,

1/2/1986 fragment of green double
cash tag stapled, to BoS Edinburgh,
no BSP indication, self-adhesive
imperforate head office registration

‘LS JNVH

label (S12) ‘Fort William’ #030971.
Franked 2 x £5 (SG 1028), £2 (SG
1027), 34p and 5p Machins (SG X985,
SG X934), making up the £12.39 flat
rate for a BSP. Cancelled three strikes
of the steel counter datestamp ‘Mallaig
Inverness-shire’.




SPECIAL TOPIC - SCOTTISH TRIPARTITE EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS

INCORRECT USAGE of SCOTTISH EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS in the HVP
SERVICE — ABERDEEN & LANGHOLM (DUMFRIES)

Aberdeen head office used a complete label on 28 June 1973, just after the originally scheduled end of the experiment. This
label was actually separated and both parts carefully affixed to the tag after addressing, after the HVP label but before the
franking. Someone clearly thought they were acting correctly.

28/6/1973 Printed tag from BoS Aberdeen to BoS Edinburgh with HVP label and complete Scottish experimental registration label (S10) #22,9384 in
two separated parts. Franked 3 x £1 (SG 790*, U41), 3 x 10p Machin two phosphor bands (SG X885) and a 6p Machin 2 phosphor bands (SG
X870) making up the £3.36 rate for an 8 Ib packet. Cancelled eight strikes of the circular steel counter datestamp ‘King Street Aberdeen’. Both parts
of the label are tied by the cancellations. Sole example recovered from the frequent Aberdeen mailings.

| Received Registered Packet
ABERDEEN

229384

Signed

Date

ABERDEEN

229384

F‘Q DUMERI
e 8 (ol 0 B & |
2] 045031

4

Received Registered Packet
DUMFRIES

045031

Signed

17/1/1974 Fragment of brown paper wrapping, no address, no HVP
label, complete Scottish experimental registration label (S10)
Dumfries #04,5031. Franked vertical pair £1 (SG 790*, U41 one
torn), 10p Machin (SG X885) and regional 7%2p (SG S25), both two 045031
phosphor bands, making up the £2.17% rate for a 5 Ib packet. T
Cancelled two strikes of the circular rubber packet obliterator
‘Langholm Dumfriesshire’

Date

T

DUMFRIES

Dely. Officers Signature

Badgc.Nho.

Date Stamp




INCORRECT USAGE in the HVP SERVICE — CARNOUSTIE & EDZELL (DUNDEE)

Received Registered Packet
DUNDEE

027241

Signed

Date

DUNDEE
W= e s 4
2/c4.

Dely. Officers Signature

Badge No.

Date Stamp

label and complete Scottish experimental registration label
Machin (SG X885) and regional 7¥2p (SG S25), both two

Cancelled four indistinct strikes of the steel double circle
obliterator ‘Carnoustie Angus’..

Undated (late 1972-late 1973) tag with no address, part HVP
(S10) Dundee #02,7241. Franked block of 4 50p (SG 831), 10p

phosphor bands, making up the £2.17% rate for a 5 Ib packet.

ooooooo

rR‘eceived Registered Packet
DUNDEE

0592858

Signed

Date

E

DUNDEE,

039285

Dely. Officers Signature

J Date Stamp
L

Badge No.

18/9/1974 tag, no address, no HVP label, complete
Scottish experimental registration label (S10) Dundee
#03.9285, used after end of extended experiment.
Franked strip of 3 redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 50p (SG 831),
9p Machin (SG X882), ¥2p Machin (SG X) and regional 8p
(SG S26) making up the £3.67% rate for an 8 Ib packet
(some stamps damaged). Cancelled five strikes of the
steel double circle obliterator ‘Edzell Brechin Angus’.
Stamps and label tied.




INCORRECT USAGE in the HVP SERVICE — MALLAIG (FORT WILLIAM)

13/3/1974 tag, address buried, no HVP label, complete Scottish experimental registration label Fort William # 01,0911.
Franked redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 2 x 20p (SG 830), 2 x 10p Machin (SG X885) and 2p Machin (SG X849), both two
phosphor bands (several stamps damaged), making up £1.62, an incomplete or erroneous franking. Cancelled six strikes
of the circular steel counter datestamp ‘Mallaig Inverness-shire’.

Whole Scottish experimental registration label applied to a tag from Mallaig, contrary to instructions, on 19 February
1975, almost seven months after the end of the extended period of experimental usage. Uniquely, a date stamp has been

applied where it says ‘Date Stamp’

)RT WILLIAM

‘Received Registered Packet
FORT WILLIAM

010911

FORT WILLIAM

007338

T I R AR RN Y
egistered Racket

Signed

Signed

Date

1 NMC414 1
AU L
Dely: Omcelsqgm.ure

Badge No.
Date Stamp

RL W‘LE%IS

De ly. Officers S:gnature

WA

Badge No.

25 YRR "‘r'lil’_Ff,‘.‘ AT ATk B RS S T 2 S Y LN
m\:a..mmm A A TR

[51Sac] 19/5/1975 Tag,
no address, no HVP
label, complete Scottish
experimental registration
label Fort William
#00,7338. Franked
redrawn £1 (SG 831b
torn) and 2%p Machin
central phosphor band
(SG X851) making up the
£1.02% rate fora 2 Ib
packet.




INCORRECT USAGE of SCOTTISH EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS
in the HIGH VALUE PACKET SERVICE - FORT AUGUSTUS (FORT WILLIAM)

This fragile-looking piece survived from Fort Augustus on 17 Jan 1974 in the period of the extended experiment. Stamps and
label were applied and cancelled before the blue crayon cross was added and the whole was probably made up at the post
office, not the bank. A similar item, 00,9216 is dated 16.7.74.

FORT WiLL

009007

”-Receivedeegistered Packet

Signed

Date

B s o,

009007

FORT WILLIAM

‘Dely. Officers Signature

Badge No.

Date Stamp

LR

17/1/1974 Post office bag tag, no
address, no HVP label, complete
Scottish experimental registration
label Fort William #00,9007.
Franked 50p (SG 831), 2 20p (SG
830) and 2p Machin two phosphor
band (SG X849) making up the 92p
rate for a 1 Ib 8 0z packet.
Cancelled four strikes of the circular
steel counter datestamp ‘Fort
Augustus’. Used in the extended
experimental period.

Other complete labels seen from Fort Augustus belong to a different series, cancelled after application of the blue cross
and made up on parcel tags with the label robustly attached to the back. The items are 02,3538 (18.6.74); 02,3555
(25.6.74); 02,3565 (27.6.74); 02,3616 (23.7.74) and 02,3721 (10.9.74). These suggest 184 mailings in 85 days, an
average a little over 2/day; 15/week; or 780/year. These latter rates appear low for a town the size of Fort Augustus and
the relevant coil of labels may have been held at the bank.



INCORRECT USAGE of SCOTTISH EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS in the HIGH
VALUE PACKET SERVICE - LAUDER (GALASHIELS)

The next twelve items were all used from Lauder over a 28 month period suggesting an abiding misunderstanding of the
instructions. They illustrate the non-sequential use of the numbered reels commented on by Mackay (1982), combined with an
appreciation that the two lower portions of the labels were irrelevant in HVP mailings (because they are frequently obscured by
the franking). It is probable that the same person was involved in making up the packet in each case.

The recovered items are:-:-

INITIAL 6 MONTH TRIAL EXTENDED 12 MONTHS POST-EXTENDED
POSTMARK NUMBER POSTMARK NUMBER POSTMARK NUMBER
28.11.1972 01,3028 08.08.1973 00,3316 25.06.1974 02,5239
03.12.1972 01,3048 04.09.1973 00,3370 11.07.1974 02,5208
22.12.1972 01.3056 12.10.19737 00,3426 23.07.1974 00,4554
27.12.1972 01,3078 03.01.1974 01,5665 20.08.1974 00,4642
06.01.1973 01,3088 29.01.1974 01,5678 03.09.1974 00,4641
09.01.1973 01,3095 20.02.1974 01,5735 16.09.1974 00,3395
18.01.1973 01,3114 05.03.1974 02,5010 17.09.1974 00,4676
24.01.1973 01,3126 03.04.1974? 02,9025 24.09.1974 00,4693
03.04.1973 02,9025 27.04.1974 02,5062 01.10.1974 00,4708
14.06.1973 02,9192 08.10.1974 00,4723

12.11.1974 01,7298

Items shown in blue and bold are displayed below 14.01.1975 01,7496
? indicates an element of doubt in reading the 04.03.1975 03,1287
postmark 11.03.1975 03,1302

The sequence of use of the labels from late 1972 through early 1975 was 013..., 003...
overlapping and slightly disorganised use.

, 015..., {025..., 004..., } 017..., 031..... The two coils enclosed within curly brackets show

Coil 013... indicates 99 mailings in 58 days, ~2/day; 11/week; 700/year. Coil 003... indicates 111 mailings in 65 days, and comparable rates.

Coil 015... indicates 58 mailings in 22 days, ~2.7/day; 19/week; 990/year. Coil 004... indicates 200 mailings in 78 days, and comparable rates.

These rates of posting of registered items appear to be too low to represent public use of the post office in a town the size of Lauder. The coils of labels may, therefor, have been provided
to the bank for its exclusive use — but the coils were probably used for items other than High Value Packets.



COMPLETE EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS USED FROM LAUDER
(GALASHIELS) DURING THE INITIAL SIX MONTH PERIOD. A




COMPLETE EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS USED FROM LAUDER (GALASHIELS) AFTER
THE EXTENDED TWELVE MONTH PERIOD (AFTER MID-1974) A

Some of the items were potentially very fragile. Their survival has something to say about the handling of some of the

packets. Here the franking has been attached partly to the back of the registration label.

sesestossuenetenay:

.. [ELLER’S INITIALS

SAz
O N0Y)

4\

N

§:

7

4

25/6/1974 Part of tag to BoS Edinburgh, no HVP label, with Scottish experimental
registration label (S10) Galashiels #02,5239 protruding and attached only by number

ua5239

eived R(‘( IJLCer Pack: t

portion. Franked pair redrawn £1 (SG 831b), pair 50p (SG 831), and 10p UPU
commemorative (SG 957) making up the £2.30 rate for a 4 Ib 8 oz packet. Cancelled

Signed

four strikes of the circular steel counter datestamp ‘Lauder Berwickshire’.

[51Sag] 25/6/1974 Part of tag to BoS Edinburgh, no HVP label, with Scottish

experimental registration label (S10) Galashiels #02,5239 protruding and attached
only by number portion. Franked pair redrawn £1 (SG 831b), pair 50p (SG 831), and

10p UPU commemorative (SG 957) making up the £2.30 rate for a 4 |b 8 0z packet.
Cancelled four strikes of the circular steel counter datestamp ‘Lauder Berwickshire’.

Date Stamp




COMPLETE EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS USED FROM LAUDER
(GALASHIELS) AFTER THE EXTENDED TWELVE MONTH PERIOD (AFTER MID-1974) B

3/9/1974 Part of tag to BoS Edinburgh, no HVP label, with Scottish experimental registration label (S10) Galashiels #00,4641
protruding and attached only by number portion. Franked redrawn £1 (SG 831b), pair 50p (SG 831), 3 x 9p Machin two
phosphor bands (SG X882), and regional 3p centre phosphor band (SG S16) making up the £2.30 rate for a 4 Ib 8 0z packet.

Cancelled three strikes of the circular steel counter datestamp ‘Lauder Berwickshire’.

Y] 5

LD I\—[C)L

2yK .

R GALASHIELS
UUZodl

Received Registered Packet
GALASHIELS

004641

Signed

Date

GALASHIELS

004641

Dely. Officers Signature

Badge No.

Date Stamp

17/9/1974 Part of tag to BoS Edinburgh, no HVP label,
with Scottish experimental registration label (S10)
Galashiels #00,4676 protruding and attached only by
number portion. Franked pair redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 50p
(SG 831), 6%2p Machin two phosphor bands (SG X871),
and pair regional 8p two phosphor bands (SG S26)
making up the £2.72% rate for a 5 Ib 8 0z packet.
Cancelled four strikes of the circular steel counter
datestamp ‘Lauder Berwickshire’.

o

Hw

!
i

K | i c‘.’
UL O/

GALASHIELS

{
i~

Q

GALASHIELS
o Lpd b &2 5

Received Registered Packet
GALASHIELS

023084

Signed

Date

GALASHIELS

4 Received Registered Packet

004676
i Signed

g Date

R

¥

GALASHIELS
Q4676
O Uusgo/o
Dely. Officers Signature
Badge No.

Date Stamp

ER’S INITIALS

’SA_L_'ASHIELS
23084

Dely. Officers Signature

Badge No.

Date Szamp

A complete registration label applied robustly to the
card tag background was used from Galashiels
during the extended experimental period.

4/7/1974 Part of tag to BoS Edinburgh, no
HVP label, with Scottish experimental
registration label (S10) Galashiels #02,3084.
Franked redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 50p (SG 831
torn), 5p Machin two phosphor bands (SG
X866) making up the £1.55 rate for a 3 Ib
packet. Cancelled three strikes of the circular
steel counter datestamp ‘Galashiels
Selkirkshire’. The ‘P’ code may have some
significance.



West of Scotland sources (Arran, Ayr, Islay, Mull, Oban) were not normally sending to Edinburgh. How this tag to Glasgow
ended up in the Edinburgh accumulation is unexplained. The other Greenock label recovered (01,2548) appeared to be
used from Rothesay

s

R _GREENOCK
015504

experimental period.

Coldstream was a rare contributor to the mail incoming at
Edinburgh. This item was used during the initial

Received Registered Packet Bans O0F S L“(ng)\,,
RFENOCK - -
O jcf\%t %\lB\QAf chsy  ceniRe > = — """ﬂ
WO QUEED =TREET HAWICK
Signed -

G LasCow

Date
GREENOCK

013304

Dely. Officers Signature

Badge No.
Date Stamp
COMPLETE EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION
LABELS USED FROM NEWCASTLETON
(HAWICK) DURING THE EXTENDED PERIOD
Newcastleton was a frequent contributor, commonly e -
® using parcel cancellations and distributing the parts }
across several small tags. This item was used )
: during the extended experimental period - N :
HinCé o 8/8/1973 Parcel tag no address, HVP label, complete Scottish R N9 R -? VYAzt
R Q Z.O 8 6 tripartite experimental registration label (S10) Hawick #02,0896. - =N N0
- s Franked £1 (SG 790*%, U41), 20p (SG 830), 10p and 1p Machins . -
Reci‘:\?vf?émmd T both two phosphor bands (SG X885, SG X844) and regional Rece'sv%sigg\fsf: g
020896 7%p two phosphor bands (SG S25) making up the £1.38% rate 024526 4
e for a 3 Ib packet. Cancelled three strikes of the circular steel . ®
D:w counter datestamp ‘Newcastleton Roxburghshire’. o
Hﬁvﬂc}(\ i - STORNOWAY I
020896 02452¢ y
Dely. Officers Signature 'Dcly.o;.m;ssag,-.;;.:
Badge No. e . Badge No.

Date Stamp

Received Registered Packet
HAWICK
1 N1Q40
gilugl

Signed

Date

HAWICK

Dely. Officers Signature

Badge No.

Date Stamp

One complete experimental
tripartite label was recovered from
Stornoway, used well after the end
of the extended experimental
period.

—




COMPLETE EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS USED FROM AVOCH AND
FORTROSE (BOTH INVERNESS) BETWEEN LATE 1972 AND MID-1973.

This complete Inverness tripartite
label is the sole example which
came from Avoch. Used in the
extended experimental period.

This complete Inverness tripartite
label is the sole example from
Fortrose and was used within the
initial experimental period.

_ INVERNESS

tJ 1&1»‘ 7 4 *
Received Registered Packet
INVERN EE‘S
008273

Signed

i Date

INVERNESS

0l

Dely. Officers Signature

| Badge No.

Date Stamp

COMPLETE EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABEL USED FROM DRUMNADROCHIT (INVERNESS) IN MID-1975.
P —— -

AN PIERT | AN i
This complete R _INVERNESS ) : % % B [51Sah] 6/2/1975Tag to BoS
Inverness tripartite Uda 515 |=: 44 : A Edinburgh, no HVP label but ms. ‘HVP’
label is one of three YR — ; /; tied by stamp and complete Scottisl
examples from INVERNESS H 2 experimental tripartite registration label
Drumnadrochit and N RN H (S10) Inverness #09,5513. Franked
was used long after the Signed \; % redrawn £1 (SG 831b), 50p (SG 831)
extended experimental e 33 B and 5p Machin two phosphor bands
period. Note the 3‘@0 R (SG X866) making up the £1.55 rate
manuscript “HVP” tied \-}\X i:? for a 2 Ib 8 oz packet. Cancelled four
by stamp, registration o SVERNES: = NSNS | strikes of the steel double circle
label and postmark. v s # obliterator ‘Drumnadrochit Inverness’.



COMPLETE EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS USED FROM COUPAR ANGUS
(PERTH) IN LATE 1974.

One of a few complete abels from INTRODUCTION AND DURATION OF USE OF THE TRIPARTITE
experimental period. Two others SCOTTISH EXPERIMENTAL REGISTRATION LABELS 1972-1980
were also used from Coupar Angus

in October and December of 1974 Dedicated reels of labels provided to some banks?

The Galashiels labels displayed above show that in the 43 days between 28 November 1972 and 9 January
1973 inclusive, Lauder despatched 68 registered packets — fewer than 2 per day on average — far too few to
represent public mailings from a substantial town over Christmas and New Year. That low rate of usage and
the distinctive characteristics of the six mailings preserved point to the provision of a dedicated reel of
registration labels used by a single individual in the Bank of Scotland branch in Lauder.

PERTH
R £ Loy
DZ28U53

Other complete labels recovered, in conjunction with those displayed, suggest average registered mailing

T . rates in the order of 0.5 per day from Fort Augustus and Galashiels itself over 14 and 13 month periods
——— respectively, through about 1 per day at Stornoway and 2 per day at Edzell to 3 per day at Mallaig. Only the

rates from Edzell and Mallaig are perhaps compatible with the total public mailings from these locations.

Date Stamp

The observations are consistent with the larger provincial branches of Bank of Scotland, as large and regular
customers, being provided with their own coils of registration labels (not used exclusively for HVP and BSP
mailings). Probably these were accompanied by their own dedicated receipt and record books and the control
of these is likely to have been the responsibility of a single individual in each bank. The central conjecture here
is strongly supported by the next two items displayed.

1968 to 1985 was a time of rapidly changing postal rates, stamp issues and evolving types of registration label
(at least five types, S8 — S12, and many sub-types were in use). If some banks were using stocks of older type
registration labels and using them at a much lower rate in relation to supply than the post offices, then some
anomalously late dates for use of older types and appearance of new types will be encountered in the Bank of
Scotland banknote mail.

Mackay (1982 p 136) states that the tripartite experimental labels were scrapped about July 1974.

The items displayed above demonstrate their continuing use by bank branches into early 1975, and they were
used at Portree both early and late in 1975 (a separate case study) but their use (number portions only) into
1977-1980 at Broadford, Galshiels, Peebles, Pitlochry, and Stornoway is illustrated elsewhere. One tag from
Lauder in July 1975 demonstrates issue of old (S8) labels between reels of experimental labels (in the 9
months between 01,5735 in February and 01,7298 in November



